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7 . 5 FIRST PRINCIPLES 


= Moral Philoſophy. 
EI — Eſpecially 
That Put af - it "which is called 


ET Teas 


In a Chain of neceſfary Conſsquences 
from certain Facts. 


— —— 9 _ —_— — 2 


Remember this and * your lobes Men. Iſai. xlvi. 8 
This is your reaſonable Service. St. PAUL, ow, xii. I. 


2 Thee tractanti Animo, & noctes & dies cogitanti exiſtit illa a Deo Delphis 


præcepta Cognitio, at I /e mens agnoſcat, conjunctamq; cum Mente 
Divina ſe e ex quo inſatiabili Gaudio completur. Cic. Tuſc. Diſp. 


Diſcite 0 Miſeri! & Cauſas cagnoſcite Rerum, 
Quid ſumus? & guiduam widturi gignimur ? Orad 


Duis datus ? Duem Te Deus eie 
Juſit? & humans gud parte locatus es in Re? 
Sor 82 3. 
"By. AIST LEM rnd, 


| 53 08 7 O . | | 
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 MDCCXLVI. 


yo — . — wb p 1 8 OY N 
ng.” * £ = n ? 1 1 * 2 <= ty 
* 1 & pu 1 Sa A * 
* ; 1 * +a 5 : : 25 
— 0 $ ; 
: 4 43, 
— « 4 1 2 * * 
4 1 . * Pr 8 * > Ps — — b whe. * 
- * — _ — * * 2 * 
c <a Ss Ic * + — * g * * 4 
. 
% 
— * » 
* 
7 
1 * we 1 o » 
* E 4 { 1 1 4 # 5 
m = 
dos 2 — - - — * 
. 5 cy 
* 
_ . 
4 2 
t , 
2 : 
F 
1 
* ” 1 
„ os * P 
= 
* 
* 
— 5 4 
* 
2 
S = 
9 ” ” 
= - . 
- © 
o 
= 
ws» * 
- - 
1 
- - 8 
- 
* * 
” 
> * 
4 
* 
- — - by 
- 
* 
, 
I * 
- 2 
* A 5 


* 
. 
N — 1 4 n 
a ”, . 6 * 1 * 4 + 8 
* j : 
f 5 * 7 * 
* * - — 6 
— „„ 9 V*% > 
; ——_— — - ” dy 4 
; # ® s % + # 
;, 2 * [ 
* * * , — 8 3 
mn \ > — 
” . : 
% ” N * * * . — 2 
* A 2 5 
- - = « 9 — 6 & wo 5 
— - — - - F * 7 
= 
| - 5 
. i 4 
— * N = * of 
* 
4 . 
- 
* * * 


” * > - 
— A , 
* * * \ 
- * 4 
p 6 
1 
4 — * * * P < * 
7 
5 — 9 7 44 * — m4 i 
4 $44 2 i 3 3,4 wakes * * , rays Hype. eine 4 „ N eee „n * Lo; ay ; 
T . F * 0 bs " l P 
Fa : : 
#, E 2 
- * £2 » 
| | : ; 2 a * — 
8 * 7 r x ” 1 wy, 4 
++ «4 + MC 8 * „ = \ . ; 
* . 
- 
«4 
4 


: : 5 6 1 * * e 4, 4, W 
44 + rw rr K — W Fo Co ton T eowaeygot 4p cearnrnrgw yy wy mewn gw. 41 Q $2 12 Hf%; A 


2 
0 4 * L 
* $ , 
a * 1 — 
19 9 > - # * v 
„ — . 8. ? A 4 
: e 5 * NY "x * 2 
© & — . : 
3 2 3 1 0 8 4 * n - 
0 I N 
: 4 
” _ - 
—_— 4 „ * 
5 _ l 
- 
- 
: « f 
1 bi x 
: 
þ 
* . „ , * 
* 
4 oy 
7 
4 5 


3 N Nr 1 Wl atte;! i | wa, 87 a tha 


ES which has been of late called 


| 5 . X eligion of” Mature: by which, I 
would nat be underſtood to mean _ 
4 Syſtem of Truths and Duties which meer 
| Watural Reaſim would ever, of it ſelf, have 
preſent Condition 


of Mankind, without the Aſſiſtange of 
divine Revelation: for, as 1 do not believe 


clearly diſcovered, _ in the 


the human Kind ever were, not even in 
their original Stats of Innoceney, without 


they would ever fince have” fully difpovered 


att theſe Principles of Truth and Du „ by, 


cheir meer Reaſon, Hide This He 9 0 of 


0 — ita Rerclition . yet, when if. : 


er k1 the. one or the other, do 
Conkideration, 


Ir, upon due 
in the firſt FRIES of 


| Reaſon, and Nature, and from thenge to 
be capable” even of ſtrict Be 


8 al Syſtem of Ethics or "Morality, a 


revealed Religion ;. fo neither do I believe | 
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ie there are a great Number of 


Truths in M. athumiatics \andnetural Philoſophy, 


which not one in ten Thouſand of the Bulk of 


Mankind wg wg er 10 thought oi had it 
not been, 51 great Men as Eucli 
mis, A bmecle, joy Sir 1/aac IV ewron, &. 
Which, yet may be fafely received upon their 
Authority, ang. practiſed upon by thoſe who 
have not Leiſure Or Ability. to attend, 10 the 


II 


Reaſons of them : But now they have led 


the Way, it is not very difficul It to thoſe, 


who are capable of . to enter into 


the Demonſtr ations of them. The Caſe. is 


much the ſame as to moral Truths and Du- 
ties, with regard to the Authority of Prophets 
and Lawgiyers.-- It is the Part of the Prapbet 
or Law ver, as ſuch, to diſcover NF ruths anc 


enjoin , aws as Rules of. Behaviour t to the | 


People, who, are to receive them DOA their 
Authority :--- And. it is the Part. of 

/ 9% opher, as, ſuch, to. enter into. Reaſc 5 
and Demonſtrations on. which tho 7 a 
and Duties are orginally founded. r 


e 442 ogy . 


e Such a ſhort Delineation 6&f M of lity a 5 
perhaps, be of lome Uſe, 1 ly in thele 
Times, wherein there is a 8e Send or rather 


revived, that is continually ' deer trality, 
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Advertiſement. 


as tho' it were only carnal KR 4 no 


Part of Chriſtianity, nor ſcarce conſiſtent with 


it. This it may be preſu 


9 "LS 6 


ſcarcely do, if they elf endete 8 

en TH Axpdy on Ahe other 
Hand; as one Extreme is apt to beget another: 
It is 55 be feared there may be another Sect 


ariſing, or gaining Ground, wha out of Indi 
nation to thoſe abſurd Notions of Cafe 


are in Danger, not only of ſetting light by 


that, but even of loſing all ſerious Senſe of 
the true Extent and Obligations of Morality 
it ſelf; It is therefore, the Deſign of the 
following Pages, to endeavour̃ to give a juſt 
Notion of it, aun the Reaſons on which it 
is founded; and to ſhew its. Extent and vaſk 
Importance, and what Connexion there 1s be- 
tween it and Ohriſtianity. . "would only 


admoniſh this one T 3 „ That no 


4 


eculation or Demonſtration whatſoever is 
any further real Uſe to us, than ſo far forth 
as it influences, directs or engages us in Life 


and Practice, on which our 1 all 
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Moral Philoſophy. 


INTRODUCTION. * 


ORAL PHILOSOPHY is the Knowledge | 
of the Moral World, or the World of intelli- 
gent free Agents, with a Conduct and Beha- 


t | viour ſuitable e in the Purſuit of true | 
1 Tm ECP) mug; 


92 Mem a World of incelligentt: Fa ibid 18 000 
meant the whole Syſtem of created Spirits, both Angels and 
Men, conſidered as being derived from, and under the Con- 
duct and Government of Almighty GOD: But what 
J mean chiefly to inſiſt upon, is, the Fe F our 


ſelves, as we are Men, or a moral Syſtem of rational Animals, 


in all the Relations wherein we ſtand, both with Regard 
to GOD, our ſelves, and one another, with a Behaviour 
ſuitable thereunto ; (without conſidering us either in our 
æconomical or political Capacities,) : being that Part of Moral 
Philoſophy,” which is the F oundation oil all the —_— and 
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10, 1 1 Hs, or Moral } Philſophy 


our Happinek being the End, and Een and Vir- 


tue 88 Means to that End. 

We are bed to five 1 80 "whea we enjoy our 
eve and all that is really good for us in the whole of 
our Nature and Duration; i. e. . conſidered as reaſonable, 
active and immortal Creatures: — for Happineſs means, 
that Pleaſure which ariſes in us from our Enjoyment of 


our ſelves and all that is really good for us, or ſuitable 


to our Natures 1 in the whole.— 


5. The t of our ſelves and all that is . 


good, depends upon a good Habit or State of the Soul 


united with, and delighting in its proper Objects: — And 
this good Habit is the ſame Thing with Virtus. 


6. Virtue conſiſts in that Integrity, Firmnc and Stability: 
of the Soul, whereby we do honeſtly and ſtedfaſtly perſiſt, 
m Spite of all Temptations to the contrary, in the Love 
and Fractice. of Mona! Good, and the Hatred and Forbear- 
ance. 1 Moral Eil — is the canary. 


5. Meral Good conſiſts in freely chooſing and Joing * 
ſoever Truth and right Reaſon dictate as neceſſary to be 


choſen and done in order to our true mann ee 


ene. 


% 8. There are two Fhings 
— to the Nature of Moral Good, viz. The Criterion or 

eſt by which'in the right Uſe of our Reaſon, we determine 
what we ought to do or forbear; and the Obligations we 
RS ng IS Oar e eee e | 


9. (1) The Griterion or Teſt whereby to e e ehe 


we ought to do ior forbear, or which 'thoſe AMdtions and For- 
bearances are, which ee choſen and done, is che V. 
that Pleaſure and Happineſs in the 


tural Good of them, or that 


whole of our Nature and Duration, which naturally attends 


them.For we find by Experience that ſame Things, Aſfecti · 


ens and Actions are in the very Nature of them 22 
| attended 


neceſſary 3 


in Time and to all Eternity: 


Er HIS, or Moral Philoſophy. tt 


attended with Pleafure or Happinefs, and others with Pain 


or Miſery : And as Pleaſure or | Happineſs is what we call 
— Good 5 ſo Pain or e we call Og Evil, — 


10. 1 ako in 'the web our Nature 2nd D as 


we are both Senſitive and Rational, and Social and —.— : 


Creatures: it mult therefore be the Good and Happineſs 
of the whole human Nature, and the whole moral Syſtem, 
Hence, the- Good of the 
Boche or the Pleaſure of Senſe contly to be good, and hath 


the Nature of Evil, when it is inconſiſtent with the Good 


Which is alſo the Caſe 


and Happineſs of the Sout : 


of private Good, ſo far forth as is it inconſiſtent with the 


Good of the Publick : And temporal Good, ws Tar ao nds 28 
it is inconſiſtent with _ "On 18 eternal. Re 

11. And this our Good or Fleppinds in the! a Joo 
neceſſarily coincide with, and even reſult from the Truth and 


Nature of Things, or Things, Affections and Actions con- 


ſidered as being what they really are; for thus to conſider 
chem, is the ſame Thing with conſidering them as being 


Fitted and tending or not tending in the Nature of them to 


render our rational, ſocial and immortal Nature in the Whole 
ultimately happy. 0 that the general Good of the whole, 
the Nature and Fitneſs of Things, and the Truth of Things, 
or Things conſidered as being what they are, are really coin- 


ident, and do in Effect come to the ſame Thing in ſettling 
the Criterion of Right and Wrong, or the Teſt whereby we 
muſt determine what we are to chuſe or avoid, and to 9s 


or forbear. 


12. Moral Good, therefore; alt nn! in freely cali 
Aud acting conformable to the Truth and Nature of Things, 
or to Things, Affections and Actions conſidered as being 


what they really are, i. e. as tending or not tending to 
dur true Happineſs:— Or, (which is the ſame Thing.) 


in chuſing and acting according to the Fitneſs of Things, 
or to Things, Affections and Actions, confidered as fitted 


in their own Nature't to Promote our r beſt Good and FHappi- 


ee in | the whole. - 
13. And 


_— —— 


11 E. THICS, or Moral Phils ofo — 


. LY 


13. And this again is TV Tame Thing with chuſing and 
acting according to right Reaſon, it being by the right Uſe 
of- our Reaſon, that we apprehend Things as being what they 
really are, and diſcover which thoſe Things, Affections and 
Actions are, that do in the Nature of them tend to our true | 
Happineſs in the whole, and thereby judge what we muſt di 
do and avoid, and form Rules by which we muſt act in _ 
all our Conduct and hs wour i in order that we may be | 


en app. 


11 at. ) T he Obligation we are e or alen N 4” 
5 or engages us as moral Agents (i. e. as intelligent con- 
ſcious deſigning free Agents) to do, what according to the 
Truth, Nature and Fitneſs of Things tends to our Happineſs "0 
in the whole, and to forbear the contrary, is twofold, Natural 

HS 15 1 or External and Moral. 


I 5. (1. ) The Natural od Internal . we are un- | 
der to thoſe Actions and Forbearances ariſes from that great | 
Law of our. Nature, (which may be called the Law of Self- 
Love or Self-Eſteem, and which ariſes from the Conſciouſneſs 

of our Exiſtence and of Pleaſure or Pain) whereby we are, 
by the Author of our Being, laid under a Neceſſity of va- 

| luing our ſelves and our own Intereſt, and of ſeeking and pur- 
ſuing our own Preſervation and Wellbeing or Happineſs, and 
whatever we find tends to it or is connected with it; and 
conſequently, that of the Society to which we belong, with 
which we find our own is, in the Nature of Things, neceſ- 
ſarily connected. — This Principle makes us mutually: de- 
ſirous of each other's Eſteem and Good-Will, and puts us 
upon doing what we know may be pleaſing and advanta- 
geous to each other, ſo that ſelf and ſocial Good muſt not 

be conſidered as at all interfering, but as being intirely coin- . 
. and ſubſervient to aich other?! 4 49 7 


16. But while we reſt here and act upon no — 4 
Views or Motives than what this Law of our Nature ſug- _ 
geſts, though what we do may be faid, according to the 
common Acceptation, to be meerly morally good or evil, 
and virtuous or vicious; yet there will be nothing in it, 
TY "Oy Y 


LAY 


moral Governour, the great Author, Head and Lord of 


Ernrcs, or Mora Philoſophy. 2 
(however firm and ſtable our Conduct: be) that can properly 


de called Religion, which muſt ever enter into the juſt and 
complete Notion of Morality ; for this muſt be underſtood 


to comprehend every Thing that can either direct or influ- 
ence our moral Behaviour, and conſequently muſt conſider 
us in all the Relations wherein we ſtand, and 1 N our 


Nene to the n Author of our Being. 


2 17. ( 0 The external and: anda Gee we are unde 
to thoſe Actions and Forbearances above - mentioned axiſes 
from moral Government, or the Conſideration that they are 


the. Will and Law of à Superior who aims at our Hap⸗ | 
pineſs in the enjoining of them, to whom we are/account- 


able for our Actions, and by whom we ſhall be rewarded 


or puniſhed; i. e. made to feel Pleaſure or Pain, according 
as We behave well or ill: So that this Obligation takes it's 
Force from the former... — this is twofold, political 


and IE 


5 8. 0 3): The veel Obligation is 75 Conſideration 4 
they are the public Will, or the Will and Law of the So- 


ciety or Government that we live under (whether indeed it 


be a Family or a State,) inforced by the Sanctions of tem- 
poral Rewards and Puniſnments.— In this View moral 
Laws, become Nee Seer and e Good, ef 


Good. 


19. But here again, - wht we reſt on this Foot, and act 
only under theſe political Views, with Regard meerly to 
this World; though we may be ſaid to be meer moral 


Men, (as that Expreſſion is 2 uſed) or good Com- 


mon-Wealthſmen, we cannot be ſaid to be religious, or what 
we do to be Religion; no not even in thoſe Actions that 
relate to GOD. Himlſelf,—— 6 "ny PRES 12 . 


20. ( 2. The religions pr oth we are under to thoſe 


Actions and Forbearances which are neceſſary to our Hap- 
ineſs in the whole, is the Conſideration that they are the 


Will and. Law. of - Cod our Creator, Preſerver and ſupreme 
the 


„ FErxles, or Moral Philoſophy. 
whole ſocial: Syſtem, inforoed by the Sanctions of mn 


| Rewards and eee, to: eee we are "ns for 
al our Behaviour. 78 0 . , 71195 


TW Fot it „ appear 3 . Ls 3 


Will and Law f ncerning us, becaule. he, being per. 
fectly happy and ſelf-ſufficient, can have no Self-Egd in 
giving us Being, and in all his Diſpenſations towards us, 
and that, indeed, he can have no other End than oui true 
Happineſs; and that this muſt be his Intereſt.; his De- 
- bght, and his greateſt Glory, that his rational. Creatures 


be, in the whole, a happy Syſtem. And fince it muſt 


be his Will that we be happy ; whatſoever does, in the 


Nature of Things, and according to the Conſtitution which — 


he hath made, tend to our true Happineſs, muſt be his 
Will and Lato concerning us, and conſequently our Duty, 
and wpadls!:nontrary: chereunto muſt be Sin. 


22. That thindfore, which conſtitutes the A of | Reli- 


gion and denominates our Actions or Behaviour religious, and 
makes Religion and Morality, in the complete Notion of it, 


Ooincident, is, That we forbear-whatfoever tends to our Mi- 


ſery, and do every Thing that tends to our Happineſs in 


the whole, in Obedience to the Will of GOD, and from 


a Senſe of Duty to Him, and in View of his All ſeeing 


Eye, and the Account we are to give of our r ſelves to him. 


23. So that, upon the whole it appears, That true Mo- 


8 in the juſt Extent of it, is the dame Thing with the 


Religion of Nature, or that Religion which is founded on the 
Nature of Things; and that it may be _— The Pur- 
ſuit of our true Happineſs by thinking, affefing 
cording to the Laws of Truth and right Reaſon, _— a $enſe 
of the Duty that we owe to Almighty GOD, aud the Account 
we wy expert to give of our 3 to him. | 
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A. Since thoiefore Truth ai Bug bee eee 
connected 3 it! muſt be our Buſineſs in ths 'E y 


—M e Craufas | dat bf Thinking p: 160. Fol d 701) L600 1 


out 
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II. How came I fo be what Len 


ET HIS, or Moral Phliſobby. 15 1 
an il e Ae, this. relies aids oil 8 808 = 


and our Fellow-Creatures ; and thence to deduce the Tee ; 
Duties that do neceſſqrily reſult from _ "a 


25. Now theſe may all be reduced to. that grand, ancient 
Principle of true Wiſdom; Noto thy ſelf, which muſt im- 


ply, not meerly the Knowledge of our ſelves ſingly con- 


ſidered, but alſo in all the Relations wherein we ſtand; for 
this is the Knowledge of our ſelves in the whole ; and, 
becauſe we are active as well as intelligent Creatures, and 
our Happineſs depends on Action as well as T 12 it 
muſt therefore be underſtood to mean a prafiical Knowledge. 

I ſhall therefore explain this Inquiry under theſe fx 
following Heads, which, in Order per to bring them 
down into Life and Action, I chuſe to expreſs in the firſt 
— or in the Manner —_—_ A 88 wich our 
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26. Lee therefor 0 FT Orr 15 Uh right Know: 
reflect 242 inquire concerning himfelf. duch 


End was I made and have my Bei IV. What ou 
7 inenieliately to d6' avil" be" in e 7 
my Being V. Whether T om what f ought 46 d. ALS 


If not, VI. hat ought I to: ds, as a Means, in Order to 


wy and to what 7 ought, and in e To anfioer the 
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The res 2 ef theſe! Ions will "Goes the 


4 — And che rer laß the Durtes, that we are 
concerned to know and do in Order to our true Happineſs: 
And the Truths are the Speculative 3 Duties 


are che {eter Part of moral e ” 
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1. 5 1. TT is OP neceſſary that we diſcover. the 7 TP con- 2 
* g in the ſpeculative Part of this Science, relat- 


And, as we take 


ing to GOD and our ſetves : 


our. Riſe to: the Knowledge of GOD. and his Conduct towards 
us, from the Knowledge of our ſelves, we muſt therefore be- 


- with this: And in Order AG let n one 
e aſk himſelf W Veſtion E Gt ao 2 


> " What am IF 1 — - Abd + BB 3 e this Inquiry, 


| ler hin thus Schilder and reaſon with himſelf, — A 


Sr \ 48 on Av; FX 15 338 f 
2. "M1. I am certain from the Perceptions and Operations 
of my own Mind that 7 am or have a Being, ſo: I know that 


I éam not a Stock, a Stone or a Tree; for they have mani- 


feſtly no Senſe; or Activity; whereas I am conſcious that I 


can See, Hear, Taſte, Smell, and Feel, and enjoy 8 
fuffer Pain, and can ſpontaneouſly exert, my ſelf. and act and 


move from Place to Place, in Purſuance of the one which 


I love and delight in, and for avoiding the other which T hate 


and dread: — all which are much nobler Powers and Fa- 


culnes: than thoſe inanimate Beings are furniſhed with. 


0 FED CEE? WL 4 8 


3. Now yet a am oe 4 Beaſt, 4 Ka a Dog, Wa Ox; &c.— 
For tho' they appear to ſee, hear, &c. and to feel Pleaſure 


and Pain as I do, and can move chemſelves ſpontaneouſly 


+ cr H 4 | | from 
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from Place to Place; yet they have but low. grovelling.. | 
Senſations, Exertions and Enjoyments.— They appear to 
have no Notion of any thing but the Objects of Senſe, and 


to have no Appetite, and to be Ts. of no Enjoyment. . 


of any 4 but Meat and Drink and the Means of conti- 


a * 
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as With egg i to che ep a indeed, a CAT 
3 r, and what looks like Deſign and Contrivance; but 
this does not ſeem to be their own, becauſe they ay 15 
originally, and do not acquire it by Teaching, Tryal. and 


duſtry.—lt ſeems therefore to be what. we call an Inſtine, by: 
which Word, nothing elfe can be meant, but that they are. - 


rather paſſively ated and conducted by ſome other Being: 
ſome Governing Mind on whom they depend, according ſo 
certain Laws of Nature which He hath. eftabliſhed, than that 
Sy act from any e, of f Deliberation ang Deli SP . | 

As, !. tf 3 
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et 
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” Theſe Senfaridn, A ales and Ria indeed I 
end J have in common! with them; but then I am con- 
ſcious of vaſtly noblef Powers and Faculties than theſe. — 
For I find I can reflet and look into my.own Mind ,:— 
can onlider my ſelf,” 'and my own Powers and Adtions and 
their Objects :——T can compare one Thing, with another. 
T can abſtract aid © give general Names : I can 
judge of true and falſe, and of right and wrong: I can 


deliberate and weigh Things, and reaſon and 1 one 12 hing 
from another, an reduce them into Method and © Aer, ac- 


cording to their various Relations, Connexions; an 9 — 
dencies : —— I can excite Thoughts and lag gaga of 
Things paſt or abſent and recollect them in my Mind at 
Pleaſure, and reject or keep them under my Confic eration, . 


asT pleaſe, at leaſt in ,a good Meaſure, and am, at iberty 


to ſuſpend judging till T have carefully examined them, 
and to act or not to act, in Conſequence of my DeliBerations- 
as I think fit In the Impreſſions of Senſe indeed, Lam 
paſſive, but in all theſe I am evidently. active, and can 


chuſe or refuſe, will or nill, act or not a&, from a Prin- 


C io ciple 


ua pn poof EMI I etrnloe ot - ; TAPE 
» N ” 4 * * I r p 


v ge * 7 . *. 
. ” 


been. *kppwing to in my Time 3 i I. can. IE a, I: 
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6. 1 can moreover, in {I Oy of theſe Abies con- | 
trive ang. proje& Ends and Means, and Reaſons of actin 
and Rules to ; IC by, and foreſee m h of the Events : 
my Conduct: can give Lays, and propoſe, Motives to 


my ſelf or others, and exact an Account of my ſelf or them, 
and give an Account to, my ſelf or others, whether I, or 


they, do or do not, act according to thoſe Laws, ——And. 3 


find that as F tove or hate. Things according as, they are a- 


grerble of diſagrecable to me, ſo 11 have 1 hs . 
wo, Fo 


Joys ox Griefs accordin as 1 feel, er hay in, 
5 or. Pains, and am Longo 0 of. ha 8 


{ having, denf we 9055 
2 can e 07 e wth Tk ndemn. 
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„that 1 have a " great Dent of that 


ik it is very dear to me,—and that I am e, all m_— 


efiroys to preſerve. and continue it, * make itz as com- 
fortable and as happy as ever L c nt, therefore, 
concerned to acquire and, en njoy c 5 : Means and Accom- 


d h that are 1788 DF n er pos \Pyr- | 


"which alſo 1 have. great Value f in. Proportion. 
5 head Subferviency for is End. ; 00 8 0 


Y am very 5 | 
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8 vey „ Ago 11 0 can Uſe hte 450 [EW wait have 
when T wat not, and conceive a Notion of a great N umber 
of Ages and Tranfactions before me, and of. an as Sue 
ceflion” of. Apes and Tranſactions to come; And not 
copceibe that F may, but carne ſtly defire,,in ſome Ca- 


only e 
paci 175 other, to bear a Part in them, and to enjoy my 


def y through all imaginable Perigds of Duration. 
So Fir, though 1 now there wes. a. Time when I. be u. 
to be; yet I. am ſolicitous that may never 


ac enjoy wylelß— All. RE . 1 man Fact Eds, ang, 


o 
9 Ti 
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bis Exeellentles a Taper: fections. nw 


aft eonitions und "intuitively certaitt of ther, if 1 look care- 
fully within my ſelf.— And filth ate the Propetties of % 
Fon! or Spirit, which is POper'y: my /tt, my * and 
active Nature. 1 i r th ere, 


But belles wet Tha 4 that elit ts ay G Fry I 
of 28 4 K jos ituu Mature; Fi rider 
and adthirably tſeful Ehgind, thy Boch, w \ which I 
ech carry abdut me and Hhiffiate throughout, (Being 
tied and confined to it by the pteſent Laws of my Nature) 
conſiſting of à vaſt Number and: Varſety of Parts arid Of- 
gans, exquiſitely framed and fitted to each others and ws 15 
the Funclions, Po wers And Exertions of my Soul 
Eyes to ſee, my Ears to hear, my Tongue to Fr, 15 
Hands 6 handle, ànd my Feet to walk, 125 Not t6 meti- 
tion à Thotifand ltftatices of the mot wilt Defigh And . 
trtvance in all the inward Parts throughout, for all the"! 
pag of the animal Economy, which are not Immiediat 
| ſabjet to my own Will and Activity.) Upon the 0 8 
: 1 be = Og as 155 eee Teng e e of ny 5 
muft confeſs that however I ca to arm Ih e 
Val and wonderfully made.” 'M e 


10. I alſo find, upon lookin about me, a vaſt Variety of 
fertfible Objects; a glorious Heaven DOT me, and Y 
cious beneath ile, furtiiffied wich 4 fa prog «ty 
of Inhabitants, all connected, (together with Body, 
Git of ile welt carious MMxding ef that” al id" Hol 
wonderful Manner one with ariothet.—So that it is mani? 
feſt from their mutual De pendance and Subferviency, that 
they are contrivec and defigned to conſtitute, as in Fate 
1 che do, one harmonious beautiful and bfefal Sy ſtem; one 

complete and intire. Whole; in which I find ery Thing 
Mted" in che beſt Manner, to my own Converiences arid 
Pleaſures, both for the comfortable Subſiſtence of m Body, 
anck che Entertainment and Delight of my Soul; but ſo that it 
. was at the nie The Bic 1 55 eln of Jour 
- extite, e 5 my own the 
5 SY 41 dame a rab joy either thy, Vir r 
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CES le can moreover.cqiny my Thoughts and. 8 : 


1 the vaſt Spaces of Heayen and Farth, and have 


a mighty Curioſity to pry and ſearch out the Secrets and 
Laws of Nature, and diſcover and conceive of the great 
Author of it, and what ſort of Behaviour and Conduct i is 
| ſuitable to my Nature and the Relation I ſtand in to Him 
and my Fellow Creatures, as tending to make me and them 
happy, and as ſuch muſt be amiable, and cannot fail of- 
approving it ſelf not only to my own Reaſon and Conſcience, 
but alſo to Him and all reaſonable Beings, whoſe Eſteem 


and Good. will I am very ſolicitous to obtain, ; 


5 of Aiteb, as 1 8 N are a great Number of my ; 
own Kind, ſo I cannot reaſonably doubt but there are others b 


of various Orders above me, which may have other and 


nobler Senſes than thoſe five nüt Inlets that I am ac- 
and far greater and nobler 

bilities, both of Underſtanding and Activity than I am fur- 
niſhed with. — Such I can eaſily conceive to be poſlible : . 
and from the various Gradations in Perfection of Being i in the 
ſeveral Tribes below me, it is very probable there may be 
the like Gradations in the ſeveral Tribes of Bcings above ; 


ques; with and confined to; 


me. 


form ſome Judgment of them) I find we were evidently 
made for Society, being furniſhed with the Power of Speech 
as well as Reaſon, whereby we are rendered capable of en- 
tering into the Underſtanding of each other's Minds and 
Sentiments, and holding mutual Intercourſe and Commerce 
one with another, and jointly conſpiring to promote our 
common Well-Being; ; to which we are naturally led by a 
Principle of Benevolence and ſocial Diſpoſitions and Affecti- 
ons, and by the neceſſary Condition of our Nature, which 


not only places us in the various Relations of Huſbands 
and Wives, Parents and Children, &c. but alſo lays us un- 
der-a Neceſlity of mutual Dependance one upon another, 
which obliges us to enter into mutual Compacts for our. 
Defence and Safety, and for maintaining both private Right 


| and _ Os and * 8 the common Good 8 
| IF dur 
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4 I 2. "Ak to thoſe of 1 my own \ Species, (from which x. may 
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Kind to which I ſtand related. 


my Knowledge 1 is very confuſed ; my Will is very hn... 
my Power is very infirm, and my Activity can * to 


as Becellencies and I. mperfe Hons. 8 


| an Species, in the ſeveral Communities to Which we be⸗ 
| In a Word; as I cannot long enjoy my ſelf in 
a 1 5 of Solitude, and have a ſtrong Paſſion for 

ſo 1 find in Fa& that my true Intereſt and Ea of 
my ſelf depends on the general Intereſt» and good: Order of 
the Community. Such are my Abilities and Adyantages 3 
and fuch my Condition and Circumſtances 2 Ty of the 


14. But then, if 1 n my far a itte further, 1 1 find. 
after all, that at beſt, I am attended with very great Limi- 
tations 4 ad Imperfections.— cannot ſubſiſt my ſelf a Mo- 
ment, nor add one tc or Faculty to thoſe I have: And 
there are certain Bounds, (ſmall compared with what I can 
eaſily imagine) beyond which I cannot at all extend or exert 
them.— My Sight and Hearing are very ſcanty; my Un- 
derſtanding is but ſmall; my Conceptions are very feeble; 
my Memory is very brittle : ; my Attention is very weak; 


but a very ſmall 9 


15. But, which is wats, ; I find 1. am troubled with ſun- 
dry Tendencies in the Frame of my Nature; ſome idle, 
ſenſual Diſpoſition or other; ſome impetuous Appetite, or 
ſome untoward Paſſion, which I find it very difficult to gk | 
mand, or keep within reaſonable Bounds, and in-Indul . 
to which, it is much if I have not contracted ſome ill Ha. 8 
bit or other, or at leaſt been guilty of many grievous Miſ- 
carriages, for which my own Reaſon and Conſcience: have 
ſadly reproached me, and given me very great Uneaſineſs, 
and ſometimes terrible Apprehenſions and Forebodings of 
Vengeance to come, ae I repent and reform.— And by 
comparing my ſelf with others, I find this is what, in Fact, : 
every one finds in ſome Degree or other to be the Caſe 
with himſelf, and Multitudes I obſerve are much under the _ 
Dominion of theſe perverſe Diſpoſitions : Hence the ſad 
Complaints of the Prevalence of Luſt, Paſſion, Preju- | 
dice, Pride and Deceit, much obtaining i in the World, cor- 
rupting and — the Minds, perverting che J adgments 


22 O the Author of our Mature, 


and Reſolutions of Mankind, and leading them into many 
Errors and Vices in Practice, to the great Mii an; and Oone 
fuſion of Society. | 


? 16. At the ſame Time I find by fad 

I am daily liable to many Infirmities and 
and Miſeries, Loſſes and Diſappointmets, and Un- 
certainty, with Reſpect to my Life and Health, and every 
Thing about me, and muſt expect, in a little Time, to quit 
my preſent State of Being, and reſign to the common Fate 
of a Diſſolution, which is called Death that ghaſtly King of 


ma chat 


Terrors, who is inceſſantly making his Approaches towards 


me in one Shape or other.— Such a ſtrange Mixture is hu- 
man Nature Such an unhappy Creature is Man Such 
his noble Abilines and Excellencies on the one Hand ; 
2 his great 3 and ee en 
Ot — 
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x, I. I Proceed now to the next. Inquiry: Let every one 
7 then, in the ſecond Place, ſeriouſly aſk himſelf this 
Queſtion, How came I to be, =. 5 be ſuch a poor 

| aue fr and finful Being as I am? 

a right Knowledge of our ſelves without conſidering, not 
only what we are in our ſelves, but alſo how we ſtand vari- 
ouſly related, and particularly, without looking to the Cauſe 


af our preſent Being and Limitations — And in Anſwer to 
this Queſtion, Let us conſider and reaſon. with our ſelves in 


the following Manner. 


. . 
* i. . _—_— 
_ 


Laudibus; qui Res Iiomiaam 
* Mare & „0 ine Mundum ; 9 
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7 Quid prius dicam ſolitis parentis, 
ac Deorum, 


Faris. 


aſs, Pains 


For we cannot have 
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2. I know that T am made, becauſe F have a Being and 
did begin to be. It is certain that I could not come 
into Being by meer Chance; for that is nothing but an emp- 
ty Name, which we uſe only to cover our Ignorance or 
make myſelf, for that would imply, to be and not to be 
at the ſame Time: Nor have I Power to continue my 
Moment fecure my Health, o any of my Enjoyments: 
— So that I find T am wholly 2 limited and dependent 


3. It 18: therefore certain, that I muft have had a Cauſe ty 
fox. an Effect without a Cauſe can have no Meaving : there 
maſt then be ſome other Being on whom I depend. —And 
ſiace there eannot be an Effect wichour'a Cauſe, it is evident 
that the Cauſe of my Being muſt have Powers capable of 
producing ſuch an Effect : otherwiſe there would ftill be 
am Effect without a Cauſe, than which nothing ean be 
more ahſurd . It is evident that my Parents could! not 

he the adequate: Cauſes; they could, at moſt he only the 

Occaſions, of, my Being: for it never was in their Power; 
that, h ſhould be at all, or being that I ſhould be fuch as F 
am ; ner conid they continue me a Moment in Being, 
Health or Eaſe. It is therefore plain that F muſt lock 
higher for an. adequate Cauſe, both of my Nxiſtence and 


_” | ar pig 25 t OH OTIS 
4. It is mareover/ manifeſt that no Cauſe can give whats 
it has not, or, which is the ſame | Thing, produse an” Effect 
more noble than it ſeif; for then agaim there would Be 
an Effect without a Cauſe; or fornething produced: by no- 
thing, which is impoſſible. So that what. is deſtitute of 
Neroeption, Conſciouſneſs and Intelligenee, Cannot produee 
a, perceptixe, conſcious, intelligent Being: What has no 
Principle of Deliberation, Eiberty and Activity eatmot pro- 
duce a conſiderate, free, active Being, &c. It is therefore 
himſelf Ae of Powers analogous to thoſe I experience 


1 
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5. Since 
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5. Since; therefore, I know I have ſome corifiderable Degrees 
of Underſtanding, Knowledge, Will, Force and Activity, with 
Freedom of Deliberation, Choice and Deſign, and the Powers 
of Self-Exertion and Self. Determination, together with ſome 
Senſe of Benevolence, of right and wrong, and of Equity and 
Iniquity, and ſome Diſpoſition to do the one, and avoid the 
other; It is from hence evident that the Almighty Being 
who made me, whom I call GOD, being the glorious Cauſe 
on whom I depend, muſt Himſelf have Underfanding; Know- 
ledge, Will, Force and Afivity z muſt have — Choice, 
Deliberation and Self-Exertion ; and muſt be a Being of 
Equity, Fuſtice and Goodneſs, and all other moral Perfections 
which are implied in theſe, and comprehended under the 
Term Holineſs.— And as I am thus truly made by him, 
and in ſome Meaſure to reſemble him; he muſt therefore 
be ſtrictly and Eat my Parent, or nee ej 3 


54 | 


6. 1 es what I thus argue * my {af to 5the Cauſe! of 
my Being, muſt be equally true of every other intelligent 
active Being that knows he had a Beginning of Exiſtehce; 
and is limited and dependent, however ſo perfect, as well as 
of me. From whence it is plain, that this univerſal Cauſe 
muſt be poſſeſſed of the higheſt Powers and Perfeetions that” 
do any where obtain; and that he muſt hold them intirely 
independant of any other Being whatſoever :— And having 
all other Beings intirely dependant upon him, it is evident 
that he cannot be under the Power of any other Being to limit 
or controul him ; — ſo that he muſt hold, poſſeſs and enjoy 
all. paſſible Perfettion in and of himſelf withour any poſſible 
Limitation or Imperfection.—- And ſince all other Beings do 
thus by the Neceſſity of their Nature derive from him and 
depend on him, he alone muſt be the neceſſarily exiftent Be- 
ing, # and muſt be the univerſal Father of Spirits: And 
was accordingly by the wiſeſt of 1 ancient 0 a= 
eg. Tp: Father 38 the. 1 « foizst>gsd 10 
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rits, or intelligent, active Beings, muſt neceſſarily be infinite, 


 cxernal, and 'unchavgeable——For'it he be out of eite Power 
of any other Being to limit or controul him, tis Knowledge, 
Power and Activity cannot be confined” to any Point of 


Space or Duration, Bor liable to any Change: 80 chat, 8 
there never was a Time when he could begin to be,” io it 
zs impoſſible he ſhould ever ceaſe to be, or ever be Altered 


from what he is: And for the ſame Reaſon that he Ean'r 


but be preſent here or there, or to any particular, Affignable 


Flace or Peint of Space, he can't büt be every whete 
elſe or onmipreſem! And hence it is plain, that all Tings 
paſt; preſent, and to come, in all Parts of the Univerſe, mult 
at once be preſent and perfectly known to him, and ſubject 
to his Almighty Power; i. e. He muſt be omniſcient and 
omnipotent. Nor can there be more than one ſuch Being, be- 
cauſe it is thus evident that he alone muſt neceſſarihy exiſt, 
and that all poſſible Perfe#ions are neceſſarily united in him. 


8. What I have thus argued from my own” Exiſtence, 


Powers and Faculties, and thoſe of every other intelligent, 
active Creature, may be alſo demonſtrated from the Exiſtence 


of every ſenfible Thing, that 1 ſee, hear and feel, from 


without me.— I know that I am not the Cauſe of any of 
thoſe Impreſſions that are made on my Senſes ; Light, Oo: 


ours, Sounds, tangible Qualities, &c. — I am ſure they do 
not depend on my Will and Activity, for I am intirely pal. 
ſive in the Reception of them. Nor can they be without a 


Cauſe; nor yet from any ſenſleſs, inert or ' unactive Cauſe, 
for that is a Contradiction in Terms. — They "muſt-thece- 
fore be the conſtant Effects of an intelligent Cauſe, intimate- 
_ ly preſent with me, and inceſſantly active upon me, ho con- 


tinually produces all theſe Senſations in my Mind, corteſpon- 


dent to the Archety pes in his all- comprehending Mind, ac- 
cording to certain ſtable Laws, or fixed Rules which he hach 
eſtabliſned to himſelf, and which are commonly called che 
Laws of Nature. — When therefore, 1 conſider the Whole 


Syſtem of theſe ſenſible Objects that ſurround me, add under 


| 2 72 — 8 re ; 
the Impreſſion of which I Co nt ft SPE 
rob at 


\ 


" a © _ # * n 


„ „ 


3 * de toge- 
with, Things tangible, and all the various 
| fron one with another, {a as to conſſitte 
e beautiful and uſeful Whole, S el the 
Nataral World", in all which, 1 do mani feſtiy ſee the maſt 
Vile Deſign and the moſt e exquiſite Contrivance'; from whence 


at 228 0 


1 gather that they * $7 be the Effect of a moſt wiſe and 
deligning Cauſe. — And I do evidently experience that they 


are all A re the beſt Manner to render them ſubfer- 
vient to all the Pun urpoſes of © my;Subliſtence; and Welkbeing, 

and that of the wile. rational and . moral. Syſtem. Wach 
we call the moral World: from whence, I, muſt conclude 
the glorious Cauſe of them to be, not only an inßinitely o/c 
B. Rr Ks Moreayer . hs ae 1. 1 


| 1306 
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them, that there is any necæſſary Connexion between them; 

| for Inſtance, between what 1 fee or hear, and what I feel: 
The one appears to be only and meerly the Sign, and not the 
Cane of the other, being all alike meer paſlive: Perceptions i in 

gur Minds: 2 ſo that the Connexion between them, tho ſtable, 
i intirely arbitrary; as arbitrary as that between che Sound ele 
and the Thing ſignified by it: From whence I gather, that 

muſt neceffarily confider the one with regard to the other, — 


{ 


have the Nature of a wonderſul Language, whereby the great 


Author of Nature is-continually preſent with me, and qiſco- 
vering himſelf and his Mind and Will to me; (and that in a 
Table. and invariable Manner, which I can always depend 
upon 3) and as it were ſpeaking to me, and directing me 

how to act and conduct my ſelf in the Affairs of Le 
and thereby diſplaying, not only his infinite Miſdam and 
Power, but alſo. his . marvellous Genes before me, and 
making me a continual Partaker of 1. From whence it 
e ent, that he muſt be, not only of infinite 


5 W 8 V. Br 57 e 's s Dialg 
5 | Miner Phittofoptier,* Wi 
16:7 | Wiſdom, 


— "hh * 


ves hh 3 7 To [Ez "1 1 ST 


4. 2 . 


1584 are e for py like Purpoſes with thoſe 


does alike dif! lay s Mine don, Power and Gogdh 


Flle Vir frniu, and oe, 2 bd 


Witte Rebe, aud G00 dneſs, but at "the" fame? tine” &. 
Being of "the moſt fable Truth and invatiable Integrity, ” 


11. I do moreover. ſee and feel a vaſt Variety of 1 
en the Laws of which, moſt wifely contrived, depends the 
whole Order, kamen and Uſefulneſs of the natural . 
But ir is certain that nothing which is Corporeal can ms 
it ſelf, being meerly paſſive and inert: and yet it is no leſs eyi- 
dent that Motion 1 755 Force and Activity in the Mover: 
and this implies the Power and Prefencẽ of an Agen 
fince nothing can att where it is not: — from whence: h 
manitfeftly follows, that in all the wiſely contrived Motions 
of Nature; a8 well AS all .v er Objects of Senſe, both in 
the Heavens above, and 10 he Earth below, we conftantly 
— and * che univerſal Preſence of that moſt” wifely 


AR. 


ing noſt powerfully active, all. comprehending 
Aid 15 5 


Who Eat begins and continues Motion, and. 18 the 
9 Father and _ 'of all Om” nh 


bg ro & Subfiſtence and "Well beat bs thoſe „ 


S Yectes i in this Manſion allotted to us; ſo 1 obſerve this 'Globe 
- tive on, to de, no leſs wonderfully connected with the 


| Sum, 2nd che other Flanell, wich us ſurrounding and depend- 
3 A don him, fo. 9175 chey all make one intire Syſtem ; 


"Globes bei ing probably deſigned for Uſes analo- 


858 5 this .of © s * And a8 Ko prodigious Number of 
txed Stars" Teerti to be of the fame Nature, ſo it is Reale 
T Whic 


fitted and e and may 1 


fer dee 1 ks eitellent 1 9 
$ equally preſent. with them all, ind 


chem c all rhe" admiring Beholde —. ing his — — : 


| by - Mens agitat molem. Firg. 
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F e and Forth, ke 4 ing upon | him 
ang. OOO 8, their All; fro m him, an g Places f bis, "Dor 


Bos. 


28 fue Author of 
A 
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Thins they can do make him otherwiſe. — And from his 


dance upon him; 1 muſt conclude, that he is not only, the 


1 4 


l Creatures, and conſequently, that the Moment he ſhould 

| ceaſe to will the Continuance of their Exiſtence, they muſt 
KS: $a > £4 | = L3LEHS r ST $33 © 445 V1 "CFP LES 
unavoidably ceaſe and drop into nothing 


4 
rr 


rr 


ngly ſuggeſts: anc | l or Miſery 
Ir Tungelts : and char Tlappinels or Milgry 


— 


GN 


ee e Seelen i dt is Plain that he muſt have 
excy in and of himſelf to his own 


— —— — iu. ñ＋— 


5 wee the beſt Ends. 


— 
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5 will be the Effect of Virtue or Vice, the Nature of the 
Things themſelves loudly. proclaims. — It cannot therefore 
be but that, as he is my Almighty Creator and Preſerver, ſo. 


he muſt be my. ſupreme. King and moral Governor. And 


What is thus reaſonable: to think ith regard to my ſelf, 
muſt be equally true with Reſpect to all other Creatures: 


60D muſt therefore be the univerſal King and Lord 


of the whole Univerſe, which is his Kingdom, in which he 
moſt wiſely and uncontroulably preſides and orders all Things 


for the Good of the whole, in a Manner ſuitable to A oi 
beſt Intereſt of each Nature. I cannot therefore doubt but 
that he will in the whole and Reſult of Things, bring Good 


out of Evil and make Evil it ſelf ſubſervient to Good, and 


even overrule the Sins and Follies of his Creatures fo as to 


- 
4 * - ' - 
* MK #54 


i 5. If now it be inquired, How I came to be fuch an. im- 
perfect, frail, finful Being as I am — Or how it could 


be that the GOD that made me, who is himſelf the moſt 
perfect and beſt of Beings ſhould make me. ſuch an imper- 
fect, ſinful and miſerable Creature as I find my ſelf to be? 
 —— To this I muſt anſwer in the: following Manner. — 
That GOD ſhould make me ſuch a very imperfect, (or 
leſs Hard) Creature as 1 am, compared with, others, or 
- with what 
_ inaſmuch. as my Being it ſelf and every Perfection of it and 
Advantage attending it, muſt be his ſovereign free Gift, 
and what he was in no wiſe obliged to beſtow. He is the 
ſovereign Lord of his Favours, and muſt therefore be intitely 


can eaſily imagine, I ſee no Reaſon to doubt ; 


at Liberty to beſtoy ſuch Degrees of Being and Perfections, 


and ſuch Advantages, greater or leſs. as he thinks fit: and 
it appears. in Fact, that he hath. eee in a boundleſs 
| rene 5 i 


16. Indeed that he men. without any V knows, voluntary 


: F ault of mine, put me into. a Condition that is, in the — 
. worſe than not to be, or that he ſhould, in giving me my 


Being, lay me under an abſolute. Neceſſity of being finally : 


15 ſinful and miſerable: This would be very hard indeed 
5 But this 1 muſt chink 1 as WK. what T cannot 


- Teng 


Ds 
. N 
, = 


ere: 
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3 Of the tor of our „ 


| 78e0ndile with his Attributes above demonſtrated +,— But 
gd fo log is 1 have ſuch a Being as is defirable, though 


tefrided with great Frailties, Limitations and tions, 
and am put into ſuch a Condition as renders me capable 
of further Improvements, and of attaining to ſome good De- 
gre of Happineſs if 1 am not wanting to my ſelf, and fince 

ſhall not be obliged to account for any more than 1 have 


received ; I cannot reaſonably complain, but ought to be 


thankful for it, though I fee others have much greater Ad- 


vantages than I, from whom, in all 418 a An 
or! Account will be expected. Ff 
17 „, And 2s to my bein fo ve Fafet of Great . 1. 

anf Jam: TK. 1 Gi 125 to GOD : — For 
ſince the formal Notion of Sin conſiſts in the known vdlum 
Oppoſition of our Wills to the Will of GOD, or the Con- 
ſütatzen which he hath made, it muſt be the Fault of my 

Will and not of his: and accordingly my own asc de 
tells me, whenever 1 do amis, that I my ſelf, ( and not He) 
am the Cauſe, and true Author of afl che Wickedneſs I 


commit. If therefore, inſtead of being obedient to che 


Author of my Bemng, and making a good Uſe of my 
Liberty, and of the Powers and Abend he hath giv Fi 
me, and thereby further improving ther; 1 make 4 batt 
Uſe of them by voluntarily acting contrary, to his Will, _ 

thereby fink my ſelf into a worſe Condition; nay thoup 
were into a worſe Condition than not to be, it is 'v oy 


owing to my felf, and not to him that made e Ns i 

18. If now T fecal ak, Why | has Gol made ime” at A 
peccable, or capable of Sin ? — This world be the fame as to 
aſk, Why has he made me erpüble of Duty? or, Why has he 
made me a free Agent? — But this'would be a Afirange Que- 
ſtion: for without Liberty, I ſhould be deſtitute of one of 
the chief Excellencies of my rational Nature, and ſhould not 
be capable of either Duty or Sin: — for as Sin conffts ina 
free and voluntary Diſobedience o Duty vonſſſts in a free and 


willing Obedience to the known Will of God. — So that 
without fach a Liberty us "work Tender nm capable of Sin 


3 
- + See Vollaſt. Rel. of Nat. p. 200. 


there 


His Per feftions and Ofer ations, 31 
there could have been no ſuch Thing as either Virtuo'or Vide, 


Pratfe or Blame ; nor can either the one or the other obtain, 


burt in Proportion to the Knowledge we have, or may have, 


of what we ought to do, and the Powers we are furniſhed 
up either to do or forbear. | 


19. And laftly, As to 2 many Pains, Calamities, 220 Mi- 


ſeries to which 7 am liable: — I muſt think, that as I am a 


1 Sinner I need a Courſe of Diſcipline; 3 — That i it is fit, natu- 


ral Evil ſhould attend moral Evil, as the beſt Means for the 


pkg of it; — and that therefore God, not only Jaltly, but 
witely and Kindly inflifts theſe Calamities, as being the 
fitreft Means chat could have been uſed to Ak —— 
from thoſe Objefts that are moſt apt to enfnare 1 

me, and thereby to deſtroy the Power of Sin, and hung 
me to Repentance and Reformation: — and at the ſame 
Time they ge me Occaſion and Opportunity for the . 
eiſe of feyeral Virtues of very great Uſe towards the perfi 
ing of my reaſonable and active Nature, which otherwiſe 
could have had no Place ; and ad: to the th: of a Hetzer 


Life hereafter. 


20. Thus it apf ears to me, that ak Imputation 
A upon the Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice or Goodnels of 


GOD, 1 can ſufficiently account for all the Sin and Miſery 


that. obtain 3 in the World. But if there were ſome untoward 
Appearanees in the Conduct of Providence that T could not 
account for, they ought not to be admitted as any juſt Ob- 


Epe ctions againſt what has been antecedently demonſtrated :=— 
ſ 


ially fince I am not qualified to be a competent Judge. 
21 I Lee but a ſmall Part, a ſhort Scene, of the vaſt: Drama, 
ant! therefore cannot make a good Judgment of the whole : 

So that what to me may have the Appearance of Evil, 


may in the whole have the Nature of Good. —— And it 
becomes me to have an implicit Faith in the infinite Wiß⸗ 
dom, Power, Juſtice and Goodneſs of the Deity above de- 
monſtrated, that it will prove ſo in the Whole and Reſult 
of Things. And that this Expectation may: PR the 
more ORs 1 n now to . . 
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tinually ful ted by Almighty 60D? 
lution of this Grin, let him thus Hig 10 alan; 0 


moſt benevo 
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of the « End of our Being, and of our ur future 
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I. UI. 1 ET every one then i in the third Places Sol 
5p conſider and 1 inquire with himſelf, For what End 
was I thus brought into Being, and am thus con- 
And“ for the Reſo- 


. 
> 
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2. That 1 was not made at t all PE uo hs without any 


Contrivance and Deſign, but muſt have been made for ſome 


End or other, I cannot doubt, ſince I have already found that 
he who gave me my Being, muſt himſelf be a Being of all 
poſſible Perfections, and conſequently muſt be a moſt: kind, 


wife and deſigning Cauſe : Eſpecially, ſince I do alſo find in 


Fact fo pany, and ſuch manikeſt Tokens of the wiſeſt and 
nt Deſign and Contrivance in "My whole Frame 
. Thing about me. ee 5 


3. Being therefore made by a moſt * ad Fer! Cauſe, 


T muſt. neceſſarily have been made for ſome wiſe and good 
End. And having demonſtrated that the Being who made 
me has an infinite Sufficiency within himſelf. for his own 


Happineſs, independant of any other Being, it is manifeſt, 


tat whatever good End he had in giving me my Being, it 
could not be to ſerve himſelf of me, or to promote any Ad- 


vantage to himſelf by me.— This were a Thought infinitely 
too mean to entertain of him who is GOD. All-ſuffcient, that 
it could be poſſible ' for him to ſtand in Need of Me, o 


of any T hig "oF could wat or ſuffer. 1 in. order o 1 on 
Happiness. | 3 u, | | _ wa, 


F 2 » 1 — 
- . —” —„—ę * 
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Is: Moldbves! Hake it 135 been evidently Avr el. + "ON 
hs, $79 w of bg Being is * perfect, and conſequent- 8 
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; ly 


that I ſhould be abſolutely and unavoidably mierable; 


and right, and even neceſſary for the Godd df the Whale, 


N a isTequiſite to * theſe Creatures? 
© a Le iy TOLL IG 4 1 


les * that they auer enjoy 1 unde Ky * 


E Ir 78 ay tn pry ang that he pray Loma my 
ing with any mattevoterit Defign 3 3. -4rmech le with A Neſigh 


could he deſign Miſery, for me in the whole, but in Conf. 
derrtidn of myperfonal, voluntary Demir, and in 


Wfa Rebeſfon apinſt Him 3-= this world be To far ! 
confifling wich J and Benevolence that it would te 
whe fevereſt —— lane A agi Which we 


Thovild abhor to emertan of the belt of e | 
at an infinite Diſtance from Him. 


3: ofcd in Cale of WI Rebellen perten in, = fi 


{being the trwoſt effectual Means to fecore the Obedience of 
drs Cremes, Wiäch is necefficy for "their Good. and 
Fiappineſs) that Purmſhmertt fhou}d be inflifted upon thoſe 
that rebel, and 1 ppoſe their Wills to the Confth 
tution he "has made, and the Ends of his Government, in 
n to heir Teveral Crimes and Mifderneangurs. —— 
And indeed Miſchief and Miſery, does, in the Nature of 
3 4 neceſſarily reſult from Sin and Vice. But it can- 
be fi „ that their Miſery could be GON primany 
=: abſolt Defign, or that he ſhould tend their Rebellion, 
dr lay chem under a Neceffity of {inning, chat they .mightbe 
urifferable = for this would, in Effect, be, t n 
for Miſcry's Sake ; 3 Which u bim b i Enite! impoſſiki 


6. Gee ſince GOD 0 iet "RY 
amt benevolent Bemp; and could heb of erm. 4 no other than 
Kind and "benevolent Ends in giving Being to his rational 
Oreatores, it is plam that his primary Imention mult have 
bern fo far from that uf making them to be miſerable, that 
3 have made them with à Defign that they mißt te 
e Th the Participation and Bnjoyment of his Gosdnen, 

n to their 2 Capacities Now the Queſtion 


. 


| We 


34 Of. the End ef, our Bring, 
according, to the Law of their Nature - for. otherwiſe they 
act een with themſelves.:— and by doing ſo, they ; 4 
a Violence to their own Nature: And in this Caſe they c can't 
* * miſerable. x; | is 2d Din . 

| Silo therefore, GOD has made 3 to — 1 
free, active Creatures, their Happineſs muſt immediately de- 
pend upon the right Uſe of the Powers he has given them : 
I. e. It muſt depend upon, conſiſt in the free and vigorous 
Exertion of their own Underſtanding and Activity, in Con- 
formity to the great Law of their Nature, which is the in- 


ward Senſe of their own Reaſon and Conſciences.— It muſt 


therefore have been his Deſign that they ſhould be happy 
by Means of their own Activity, and by their freely acting 
reaſonably, or conformable to the right Dictates of their own 
Reaſon and Underſtanding, and conſequently that they ſhould 


cultivate and improve their Reaſon in the beſt Manner they 
can, under the Circumſtances in which he has placed them, 


in order to make a right Judgment how they ought to act 
and conduct themſelves, to the beſt Advantage for their own 


3 SS e F 


Th It may indeed be truly faid that GOD 2 all . 
fs his own Glory.— But then wherein does his Glory conſiſt ? 
It cannot, ſure, conſiſt in the Diſorder, Confuſion and Mi- 


ſery of his Creatures :— This is impoſſible, nor can it conſiſt 


meerly in being applauded by them :—lt is indeed fit and right 


in itſelf, and for our Good, and therefore he requires it, that we 


Mould daily acknowledge him to be what he is, our Creator, 
Preſerver and Benefactor: and nothing can be of greater Ad- 
vantage to us than that we live under an habitual Senſe of 
this :— But it would be a moſt unworthy Thought of him, 
to imagine that he made us for the Sake of being applauded 
by us, or that he requires even theſe juſt Acknowledgments 


for his own Sake, as though we or our Services could be 


any Advantage to him. This would be to make him a 
moſt ſelfiſn Being indeed: Eſpecially, if we ſhould imagine 
that he could aim at Applauſe or Glory, at the Expence of 
our unavoidable, exquiſite and endleſs cd * mou 
be a horrid THONG: Je 74% ana ob 


— 


© # 
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and of our future State.” 35 

9. No: So far from this, that T muſt conceive the Glory 
of GOD to conſiſt in the Communication of Perfections an- 
alogous to his own, and in the diſplaying his Goodneſs to 
his Creatures, and making them happy in the Participation of 
it, in Proportion to their ſeveral Capacities, and this in 
Conſequence of their = according to the Law of 


4a” ; 


their ſeveral Natures.” | 
them a Being, it cannot he but that, as the tender Fa- 
ther of his own Off-fpring, he muſt account it his greateſt 
Intereſt and Glory, to ſee them as happy as may be, conſiſ- 
tent with the Intereſt of the whole (to which it is fit, every 


r ſince he was pleaſed to give 


Individual ſhould reſign) and take Pleaſure in every Thing 


that contributes to their Happineſs, and abhor whatſoeve 
is deſtructive to it, and inconſiſtent with it, as his greateſt 


Diſhonour. - 3 D na HS | 


— 


10. For ſince he that wills the Fa muſt will the Means 


neceſſary to that End, it is plain that, ſince GOD can't but 
will their Happineſs in the whole, as their End, and his greateſt 
Glory, it muſt be his Will and Law concerning them, that 


they avoid every Thing that does in the Nature of it, tend to 


make _ miſerable, and that they do every Thing that does, 
in the Nature of it, tend to make them happy.— So that the 
Glory of GOD and our Happineſs with the Means neceſſary 


* 


to it, and his Diſhonour and our _ Miſery with i DE 
a 


which tend to that, muſt © necefſarily be coincident and be 


£6 1034, Bs; 


Effect one and the ſame Thing. — _ 
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11. And, ſince Sin and Vice does, in the Nature of it; tend 


to make us miſerable ; being contrary. to all that is right and 


reaſonable ; contrary to the Attributes and Will of GOD, to 
the Senſe of our own Minds, and to all the Intereſts of Society 3 
and muſt therefore do a perpetual Violence to our reaſonable 
and ſocial Nature, and conſequently be moſt odious in the 
Sight of all intelligent Beings, as being unavoidably attended” 
with Horror and Confuſion both perſonal and focial.— And, 
ſince, on the other Hand, a virtuous and qutifül Temper ad” 
haviour does, in the Nature of it, tend to our Happiness; 
becauſe it conſiſts in doing all that is right and reaſonabſe; 
all that is agreeable to the Artributes and Will of GOD, 18 
171 37” | abt SU Saw t& BY Veit A 3 e 


_ Of the Bud. of aur Bring, 


ae Sab of eur own, Minds, and to all the Insereſts ef So- 
dietꝝy z and therefore muſt neceſſarily be moſt amiable in the 
wa ＋ reaſonable Reings, 28 being attended with, uni- 
verſal Harmony 4 9 9 9141 bath within and without, 
with, Re dach ta GON I: It is hence manifeſt, 
what GC Ys, greateſt, Glory mult conſiſt in eur purſuing o] 
ny gone oy: avadng the one. and dang; de Uther. 


x2, Bug now ta cevimg.— Since H am coaviaced, Fam 
the above Method of wa >" that my hs; and 
ine muſt. have been G "Fad 185 me By Be- 
mut, for the fame Nahe, be d, that it 
* a Happinek. ſuitable ta that Naur dn hath 
| ne? the whale: of it, > And confequently, Goge, be- 
| an-animal and ve, he has moreover given me 2 
rational, an active and ſocial Nature; as my ſuperior and pe- 
dag Character, it is plain, he muſt. have d me, not 
meerly for a R i 
olive and, focal Haꝑppines. 


le . Seele de "Wit F 
4 GD 40 n viren 
ma, in the whal . 
Wing only te cat, and. drink. and ſle 4 i 
_ Gravkeatiens af the animal Life, wy. eaſon 
ater fupeyour: Powers ſhauld. be deſigned. on Kyo tah- 
_ fervient to theſe inferiour Pleaſiazes,, id eck ta ren 
der me more a Beaſt than F ſhould gene been without 
them ) and that: after a few N in theſe low, 
graxelling, Purſitits and Enjayments, ſhould then. be utterly 
_ extin@, Sag and be ng mare. — Theſe hart: lived, animal. 
En axe. indeed Ends ſuitable to the: Nature: of a meer 
Rull, and for which. he is g better qualified than I am: 
RUNS: could: be ſed all the Ends. that L was 
, tha noble Powers, of Reaſon, Reflection, Conſciquſ- 
= Sel Exention, and Self- Determination muſt bave been. 
Veen. m6 in dan Day indeed: ta the worſt. Purpoſes ;, far 
- 19. this Cafe they can only farve to, make: me mare wietched: = 
than, 1 auld chow without: them. as they Erve only. ta 
make. me more exquiſitely Aub. ad, at. the ſame Hime 
abe of my Wretchednefs. | -” At. 


— — peels 
— — — 1 
— - — — 
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Grads of a vaſtly higher End and nobler 
when Fconfider the wretched CHeumſtance 
in this Life, it is 

little while, and but very imperfectiy enjoyed, in this pre- 

ſent ſhort and uncertain State, amid ſo many Sins and 4 Fallics, | 


Life, and extend forward to Eternat Ages. — Without his 


3 can N of no than a meer arbitrary Conneftion,, 


ons, and conſequenily cannot be abe en a to any ſuch Change ar 
Diſſolution as Bodies are, i. e. being an aftive; fimple, unex- 


how the Diffblution of tl 


14. Nun a-Jo the deb Bins airs 


© of oy Condi — Bo 


can. be bur, 4 


phin that fach a FT 


Em dbarraſments and Perplæxities as I am, at heft, unavoi 
attended with here. Since therefore Fam: evidently wade for 
uch an Fappioefs, and that it can't. attain to any tolerable 


ence ſhalt undoubted)y reach, beyond this fhort «and uncertain 


Conchuſiod, F cannot fee how I ſhall ever attain to any End! 
worthy of the Wiſdom and Goodneft of the 600 os made 
me, and ſuitable ta rhe ſuperiour Nature and Powers which 


| „ penn e | 


L5. | And that f may wat in Rbf what is viding 
ealted Death, and. am capable of proceeding en to a noblex 


and more perfect kind of Life, I cannot doubt when E confſder 
whe vaſtly different Natures of Sy irir and Body whereof I cn 
fit (the one . a and ſelHactive, the other 


meerly ſenſſeſs, paſſive ;) fo intirely different, that 
F cannot. conceive we + e Connection between them = 


only on the Laws of their Union, which in Na- 
tures a I ifferent, can be no other than. the meer Will of 


God, fo that the Sout being of a Nature intirely different fron 


the Bady cannot be capable. of an arporeal Laws or Aﬀetti- 


tended, indiviſible Subſtance, it muſt he naturally.indiſcerpible, 


and confeq ntly incorruptible. — I cannot therefore imagine 


——— F— — hen; we. 


1 . r. in Plus. de An. & Hierocke. EY 


Soul 
2 uk 


Degree of Perfection here; F muff capchide that my Exilt- | 


7 


Body fhoutt affect the Exiſtence |! 
of the Soul, any more than the putting off an ad Garment | 
to pur on à new one, ſhould affeck the Exiſtence” of the 
Body. — ſa that I cannot canfider my Body as being my | 
In mdacd, prapetly,. as. apy: Part of = . for — ö 


* 
179 
— 


4 


38 Of the End of our Being, 
Soul or Mind, that intelligent active Principle; and that alone 
| 1s properly my ſelf, and my Body I can only conſider as a 


Machine to which I am at preſent confined, and an Engine 
or Organ which I am obliged to make Uſe of, in my vari- 


| ous Perceptions and Exertions ad Extra. * > 


16. Inaſmuch, (WL EE as I am a Spirit of an incorrupti- 
ble Nature, and know that I have Powers capable of the ſub- 
lime and noble Pleaſures of Contemplation and Virtue, which 
yet cannot, in any Meaſure, attain to their Perfection here; 1 
muſt believe, that if I am not wanting to my ſelf, they ſhall 
attain to it hereafter.— I can indeed, with much Labour and 
| b make ſome little Proficiency in my preſent State : 

— But when I have done ſo, and am capable and deſirous of 
ceeding further, muſt I ceaſe and be no more ?— Can it 
be thought that the tender Father of my Spirit, would, after 
all my Pains, daſh me to nothing, and at once fruſtrate all 
my Labours ?——Can there, in this Caſe, any wiſe and good 
Reaſons be conceived for putting an End to. my - Being and 
my Hopes together ? On the contrary, would not this 
ſeem extremely hard and unreaſonable, and conſequently ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with the Conduct of him who is a Being 
perfectly reaſonable and equitable ?— I find in my ſelf an 
_ eager Appetite and earneſt Aſpiration after Immortality, that 
I may be capable of an endleſs Enjoyment of thoſe noble and 
immortal Pleaſures, which I cannot diſengage my ſelf from. 
Now I do not find any Appetite, no, not of the mean- 
eſt Kind, nor in the moſt deſpicable Creature, but that GOD 
has provided a ſutable Object correſpondent to it .;—Can I 
then imagine that he would create ſuch a noble Appetite in 


ſo noble a Creature as Man, and have provided no Ness 5 


ſutable and pepe to that ?— It cannot be B 


17. This Reaſoning i Is abundantly Gama to be right, 
when I conſider further,* that in my preſent Situation, a long 
I and laborious Courſe. of ſtedfaſt perſiſting in the Cauſe of 
Truth ang Virtue in Spite of the ſtrongeſt Solicitations o the 


eg 4 e | Phucke, to Tf Sema, fon ta de Ektos ou ou Sonatted- Heir. 
See this Argument finiſhed in the paſt ene, by Mr. ens 
— Rel. Nat. 7 200-210. | 


3 | IT nd. 5 - contrary, 


and wy our future. gate. | 39 


_ contrary, is, many Times contemned, diſregarded, and bar- 
barouſly oppreſſed, without any Redreſß, and perſecuted even | 
to Death it ſelf ; and that as long a Courſe of unreſtrained | 
Indulgence to the vileſt and moſt miſchievous Vices is fre. 

3 quently attended with-uninterrupted Proſperity to the ve 
2 laſt,— I cannot therefore doubt, from hs Wiſdom, Toms 
Holineſs, Juſtice and Goodneſs of GOD, but that the Time | 
muſt come; when he will bring Good out of all this Evil, 
and | theſe crooked Ways ſhall be made ſtrait, and that he who 
can't but love Virtue, as being his own Likeneſs, will regard 
it and make it in the whole eventually happy, even above and 
beyond its natural Tendency :— And that he who can't but 
hate Vice, as being contrary to his Nature, will eventually 
puniſh it with due Severity and make it very miſerable, which 
indeed it cannot but be in the Nature of the Thing it ſelf. | 


. = 8. The chief Difficulty that lies in the Way of this Per- 
b ſuaſion, of a future State, is the Intonceivableneſs of it. — But 
this, I think, can be no reaſonable Objection.— For who that 
had never ſeen any thing but the univerſal Death of a ſevere 
and horrid Winter, could conceive any thing of the exquiſite 
Beauties and admirable Productions of a fine Spring and Sum- 
mer? — Indeed, I can no more conceive how my Soul is 
now united to my Body, and perceives and acts by means of 
it, and by a meer Thought, can move it's unweildy Limbs at 
- Pleaſure, than I can conceive how it can exiſt, perceive, and 
act, after what we call Death, without this groſs tangible Ma. 
chine, to which it is at preſent. confined, — I can however a 1 
little aſſiſt my Imagination in forming ſome glimmering Noti- 
on of that future State from this eaſy Suppoſition of a Man 
born blind and deaf, who, at the ſame Time has the Senſes of | 
feeling, taſting, and ſmelling. + Now to this Man the tangt- | 
| 


ble World, with the various Objects of Taſte and Smell, is all 

the World that he can have any Notion of, any more than 1 

: can conceive of the future State of my Being, and of thoſe 

oP Things which Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear Beard, nor have they 
entered into the Heart of Man to conceive.— I who have the 

viſible World about me, and the W ok, various s Sounds, | 
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0 Of the e tos, 


. Sits are. to me: He can no more conceive. of the. vible 


to che dark tangible World, but he has e 
viſible World. 
it can't be imagined that, r 


J ghly probable that ſeeing, hearing, and 


wonderful Transformation, turn into beautiful ple on 1 
and 


ath to this Man, hat 1 may Typpoſe Angels and ather S 


World that I converie with, than 1 can concave of the ſpit 
al World, or che future State of my Being. Now let 
me only conceive this Man to be dcpaived of te Senſes: of 
Feeling, 7 Taftin and Smelling, and he is dead z amtirely dead 
wa te We at eee cy Notion of. But chen 

magine his Eyes and Ears to 3 n'd, and to have this 


orion Show 'F viſible Objects, Light and Colours, with 
wonderful Variety of Harmonious Sounds; 1 muſt needs 


their various Modifications, ſet before him, with a nv leis, 


' Conceive him to have intirely a new World open upon 2 


to which he was before an utter Stranger. He is indeed 


it fora neu 
Such a Change is very conceivable ; but 


er g nor can I believe it will be ſo —— 


Frances of Feeling are common to boch our 


ture State, and a Fund to > Dae a — ps, 
ents) when we enter upon 


cellectual and moral Accon 
chat new Condition ; NONE 1 can conceive that other, and 
more exquiſite Zenles may be added to cheſe, and ant only 


| Tthele Senſes, but alſe our Underſtanding, Memory and AG 
I _ Evity advanbed to a much greater Perfection than they hu 


before.— And becauſe Hag ouſt ingly: 
and Commerce with each other, and with the external Wan 
about us-; it cannot be imagined: but chat we. hall goof, 
and- bealways attended with tine, ſenſible Vehicles, * as K 


to render us ſenſible to each other, and capable af mutaal I- 


tercourſe, and of Commerce with cheijenfible Werkderound us, 


| E RRR —— 


29. Furthermore, 40. ald Andther eee Ike 


il 838 of deſpicable Worms canfind' 40. dow = 
Motion, and a 1 Senlaious and RN 


ments, which, after a ſhort Period of fceming Death, by a 


Mals, and waft theniſelves, et Pleaſure, through the A 
'* Pallaſt. Rel. Nat. P. 197. and Hierecles in Pyth. Carm. Aur. 


enjoy 


avoid having Hopes full of Immortality. 


vert habfore/6 ee of. Not h 


ey Peaks 
K or wire? be e Hat theſe Creatiſtes were Us 


do de Emblems of thy own Cafe : I am ere like ier, Con- 
fnnedd to a little Cempaſs of Ground, and a few (tow Motion, 


feeble Exertions, and low, and comparatively mean BHT 
Ments.— But if I That have acted my Part well, th Fropot 
tion to what Powers and Advantages T now en joy, 1 9 
not reaſonably hope, after my ſeeming Death, 52 als inth a 
_ and glorious State, comparecd with Which, tny pieſett 
Enjoyments are, in a Manner conternptible, and n Rt 
Lite little better than a Dream May I not Foe Et ht when 
I am freed from this groſs, unweildy Body; and * +: re- 
ſent Limitations and Confinements, and em ah All my p fe 


Diſeaſes, Sins and Temptations, to have thy Powets e tly 
enlarged, and to be furniſhed with a pure Ethereal Vehicle 


and in that Capacity, to ſhift the Scene it? Pfeaſre; and 
traverſe through. the vaſt Fields of + ther, and in Con: 
pany with other pure Spirits, enjoy Pleaſures inexpreſſible 
in the Contemplation of GOD and all his wondrous Works 


of Nature, Providence and Grace, intirely devoted to the 


Obedience of his moſt righteous and reaſonable Laws, and 
inconceivably happy in the N. e of his Image and 
Favour. 


LES 


20. Upon the whales: theſes as I cannot think the true 
End of my Being, eſpecially of that ſuperior Nature which is 
my peculiar Character, can be anſwered meerly by living 
this wretched, ſhort and uncertain Life that is allotted to me 
here, ſo I muſt be perſwaded, that I am deſigned for ſome - 
other and nobler Condition of Being hereafter, and cannot 
So "that the only 
conſiſtent Notion I can form of this Life muſt be this; — 
that, as it is the firſt Stage of my Being, ſo it is deſign'd only 
for a State of Childhood, Diſcipline and Probation in order to. 
another and better State hereafter, which, in the Reſult, is 


to be a State of perfect Manhood and Retribution. And 
8 — —ͤ— ä— —— — ECD 1 5 
+ - ---Parte tamen meliore mei fuper_ alta 8 aſtra ferar. ---- 
PT A&:4T Wy OT EF Ov1D. 


F _ conſequently, 


1 Y 
: 


42 Of the End of our Being, &c. 

conſequently, in Order to qualify my ſelf for that happy Con- 
x dition, it muſt be my greateſt Care; and the moſt impor- 
| tant Buſineſs of my Life, while I continue here, to acquire 
[ and improve my ſelf in, all thoſe Accompliſhments both of 
Knowledge and Virtue, and that both perſonal and ſocial, | 
| wherein the Perfection and Happineſs of my ſuperior, rational +- 
1 and immortal Nature conſiſts, which alone, I can carry with 
me into that future State; and which alone can enable me to 
enjoy my ſelf and my F riends, and above all my GOD, who 
is my ſupreme and ſovereign Good, in whoſe Favour, with 
theſe Accompliſhments, I ſhall be ſecure from all Evil, and in 
in the Enjoyment of a vaſt, an unſpeakable and endleſs 
/ Felicity — Thus it appears, That the true and ultimate, End 
1 my Being, can be nothing ſhort of this; That I may be | 
- eternally happy in the Enjoyment of GOD and all that. is | 

good, and in the Perfection of Knowledge and Vine: which 


alone can render me capable thereof. 3 
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PART II. 


The Prafiicat Part of Me ORA Th 
PHILOSOPHY. 


CHAP. . 


Of * Duties in general reſulting from the 


. eee Truths. 

1. II. 11A VING thus We 5 Nature of ny Being, 

"I and of that glorious Cauſe from whom I derive, 
and on whom I depend, and diſcovered from his 


Attributes what muſt have been the great End of that Being 


and Nature which he hath given me ; I proceed now, from 
the Truths I have diſcovered in; the firſt or ſpeculative Part 
of this Eſſay, to deduce the Duties that reſult from them, which | 


conſtitute the cond or Practical Part of it. 


2. And, in general; from the Nature and End of my 
Brio: which I have diſcavared, I muſt conclude, that it is 
my Duty, in Faithfulneſs to my lf i. e. to that Nature and 
thoſe Powers, which are given me, as being a reaſonable, ac; 
tive and immortal Creature, and in Faithfulneſs to that glorious 
Being who is the Author and Preſerver of them, to be freely 
engaged and active my felf, in endeavouring to anſwer his. 
End in the Beſtowment of them; which, from the Nature 
of the thing, I find is to be accompliſhed” by Means of my 


own Adivity.— And ſince I am accountable.to him for all. 


the Powers and Talents he hath beſtowed upon me, and 
muſt expect that he will call me to Account for them, and 
ſee what Regard I have had to his End in the Beſtowment 
of them; it is neceſſary that I be, above all Things, con- 
cerned fa to act and conduct my elf, a as to be able to. give 


oF 
44110 2 1 2 y ; 2 


| 
1 


44 0 F the Duties in general reſulting 


a god, Account of my {elf to. hiow — And in Order r there 


unto, I proceed to the 


3. IV. Fourth Inquiry : ; and aſk my ſelf, i in the next e 
what I ought to be — or, which. is the fame Thing, what 1 
ought to do in order to anſwer the End of my Being ? — or 
what are the neceſſary Means, which, do in the Nature of the 
bing directly tend to the Accompliſhment of it? — And 
for the Reſolution of this Inquiry, it will be needful more 
particularly to conſider the End it felf, which is God's End, 
and for the fame Reaſon. muſt be mine: for from the Nature 
of the End, we may, in ſome good Meaſure, diſcover what 


are thoſe Means, whether more immediate or remote, that 


& naturally tend to the Attainment of it. — To this pur- 
poſe, therefore, I muſt. reaſon in the following r manner, 


The ultimate End of my Being, is, that my ratianal 


abt immortal Nature may be compleatly and endleſly hap- 


py. '— The Happineſs of the rational Nature: conſits-in that 
Plezfijre and Satisfaction that naturally attends its being con- 


wious to it ſelf of its Union with its proper Objęcts,.— The 


er. Otgeck of the Cndenlanding is Tub, and that of the 
and Aftians is Good, — fo. that the. higheſt Happineſs 


f Natùre muſt conſiſł in that Pleaſtire that attends; our 


Knowledge of Truth, and out chuſing and delighting in Good; 


and , the Purſuir of theſe, muſt, in ganeralbe the | 


at Duty of my 
© 2 S0 Dis 15 and (gadbeft it wr, and tlie great Jource 


op all. that Truth and Gdod that is every where to be: found 


in all His Works. Fherefore 600, himſelf; with: all the 
Truth and God thar is contained in him and derived from 
Him, ſo. far forth as F can attain to. the practical Knowledge. of 


it, myſt neceſfarily he the proper Objeck of my rational and 


active Powers, i. e. the Powers of my reaſonable; and. immort ta! 
Nature, — Andi conſequently my Daty and Happi m 


epnſiſt i in knowing, chuſing, loving and acquieſcing in. jim, and. | 
i reſembling or being, like Hitn.as far as Lam able: — In a 
| Word, in. the Contemplation . and. Love of him, and all dan 


ht ——— 


* — quid fugiendum. fit, #1 quid petendum, NP" ad fum- | 
mum Bonum. & Propoſitum-cotipsV ite-refpive,” Fer: a Tr * 


Hlappineſs, muſt neceſſariſy Be his Wilf and Law who' 


ſoe ver he delights in, and in- reſigning to — Syfter 
or Conſtitution which Be hath: eftabliſhed,. bot natural ati 


Underftandifg in achbanithg” my ſelf wittr the 


ſeveral Kinds and Degrees of Gov 


gyeaten And hecauſe the Soul is more excellent tat the 
Bocy; i the Intereſt of the ruh Community greater tram char 


Was) W * 


Touch and Good i dee anke Anh it., frming this 
Femper of my Sou and' the' Conddet Sf my Life con frfft 
able thereunts, Ard this being cy, true Perfection” — 


my Flappineſs as: his End iu Bivir my afich ir 
all is Diſpenſations towards tne; 008 121 ein 


| 555 F 
nnr bollgs ei aids Do © 3689 en a 80 len 


- 6: Prom Renee ir follows; thaß my Duty 100 F 
mul conſiſt, in general; in che Uion of my Wil raged 
in ſincerely- ckuſing what he chuſts; and deen in whar- 


moral : — and, canſequently, in treating every Petr ant 
Thing as being what ir really is, act Nhe 20 hat 1225 

it, as he himſelf does; and im governing my {lf in y whole 
Temper and Conduct, by alf thoſe Rules whiclt promote te 
general Weal of the whole-Syſtem as GOD does himſelf | 
And all this I muſt do, with a Hearty We Meaning it's Þ 
defigned Compliance with his Will, and from a Senſe of Duty 
to him, and: ſtedfaſtiy perſe ere in ſack 4 Conduct in ite of 
all: 'Femptations to the contfary. — Fhis is What is itt Jet 
im the general. Ditiew of Suter ix and. a . hn 


FA fr. 
* . S 


pmolt therefore; im orcer Berat | exertiſt my 
nt 18825 


tution of Things, and nee jut pre i ris 
and* Evi; and ways Pre- 
feria greaten Goo Before a 155, and a 72 bil Beftirs a 


of any one Hrdfvidaat'; — and Elernity of vallly more 
tance than Tine: — Fmuff therefore willingly* ufer Za 


Evil te avoid Spiritual ; — Private to prevent publick, — ant 
} to ſecure againſt thoſe tllat are FG Phra — And 1 


mut chearfully reſign the Goods of tlie Bday to thoſt of the | 
Soul, — Private Goods to thoſe of the Fablict. — 1 s the 


Goods of Niue to thoſe of - Eterniy. e Ht +5 


8. And that I may defcend to Particulars: — the 3 


Happinek depends on my conducting right ii in the whole, 1 


46 Of rhe. Duties in general reſulting, &c. 


as I am variouſſiy ſituated, I muſt conſider my ſelf in all 
the ſeveral Relations wherein L ſtand, and affect and behave 
my ſelf ſutably to them, that I may be happy in each of 
them. — Tf Particularly, / I. M v fires Relation is to my ſelf, 

which obliges me to behave 7 ſelf lumbly: to that rational 
may be happy in that : : and this is called Human Virtze, or 
Virtue due from me to that human Nature whereof I conſiſt 
II. my ſecond Relation is to GOD my Maker, Preſerver and 
Governour, which obliges me to be have my ſelf ſutably 

towards ſuch a glorious Being as he is on whom I depend, 

that 1 may be happy in him: and this is called divine Vir. 
tus or Virtue due to the Deity. — III. My zhird Relation is 
to the reſt. of my Species, of the ſame rational and immortal 
Nature with my ſelf, which obliges me to behave ſutably 
towards ſuch a Syſtem of Beings as they are, that I may be 
happy in them, and they in me : And this 1 is called yo 
OM or Vo: due to Society. „ Fe! B 


9. Theſe 13 and the. Duties een to —— 
are faid to be, in the general Nature of them, of immutable 
and eternal Obli ation, becauſe. it is, in general, impoſſible for 
me ever to ſtand otherwiſe ſituated than I do, viz. To my 
{clf, my. Maker, and my. Fellow-Creatures or if it were poſ- 
ſible that Fact ſhould ceaſe, it is, and alxays Was, and ever 
will be, impoſſible to conceive of ſuch a Being as I am, and: 
ſo lituated, y 55 that theſe, Obligations of Duty will: neceſſa- 
rily take hold of me. And, as Sincerity implies the Per- 
formance of theſe Duties, as well i in the inward: Temper : of . 
my Heart, as. the. outward Actions of my Life; ſo I muſt” 
conſider | it as my firſt Care, to lay a good Foundation within, 
and to aim at nothing but the Truth and Right of, the Caſe: 
upon all Occaſions, ſince in the right Performance of theſe 
Duties conſiſts the higheſt Perfection and d andes en un. | 
reaſonable and ee Nee, D c h ee 
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Of * Duties which \ we owe to our ſelues 34. 


(& _--» 


1. Ji 2 15, therefore, neceffary In Order to be what 7 oup bt 


Mt be, that T firſt ben at home, and conſider what 


. 1512 FS the Duties that I owe to my-felf,. which are call 
ed buman” Virtues; and are due to that human, reaſonable and 


immortal Nature which GOD hath given me, as being neceſ. 
fary to its Happineſs within it ſelf— And 1 the rather begin 7 


with theſe, e iy are neceſſary 1 in order to both the 
oo Branches, — — " And * DEED 


ee T% ET TY $4 % 


2. 1 T. 9 Baum wüßte has es cad, it is EY that the firſt 
incumbent upon me as a reaſonable, active Creature, 

in order to anfwer the End of my Being, is, to cultivate and 
improve the Reaſon and Underſtanding which GOD hath gi- 


£ 


ven me to be the great Law of my Nature ;— to ſearch and 
know the>Trauth; and find out wherein my true Happineſs coh- 


ſiſts and the Means neceſſary to it, and from: thence the 
Meaſures of rigbt and wrong,. — and to diſcipline and fegülate 
my Will, Affections, Appetites and Paſſions according to Rea- 
ſon and Truth, that 1 may freely and readily embrace the 
one and reject the other in 1 that I may be truly: happy. 
= And this Virtue is called moral Miſdom br Prudence, 

and ſtands in Oppoſition to Budiſerelion and Intogrtanry === 
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YE (2. ) Becauſe Pri confiſts" in à miſerable Deluſion, in 
thinking of Things otherwiſe than as being what really 
are, and particularly in Having too great an iich & our 
ſelves, which is 2 Temper utterly deſtructive to alf true n:. 

rement and Proffeiency either in Knowledge t Virtue; and 


odious in the Sight both of GOD and Man L and ſince I 


am conſcious of ſo many Sins and Infirtmities, and other hum. 


bling Conſiderations with Reſpect both (b Bod) and Mind 


and every T hing about me — it is in the next Place incum- 


i e bent 


. "1 ng 1 2 — Ps | 2*7 87 
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a5 - 07 the Bui 1058 We 
bent u me-to-confider, and know and. wet 40 think 
of my pop h than 1 as a Put to int fo- 
berly, according to what I really am.— And this Virtue, which 
is the true Foundation of all others, is called Humility, and 
ſtands in Pon to apy. Fe ane Self- -Suf- 
fm „ 965 TO 


4. (3); As our abs and 6 . manifeſtly gi- 
ven us to make a juſt Eſtimate of Things, and to preſide 
over our inferiour Powers, and to proportion gur ſeveral Ap- 

pelites and Paſtont to the real Nature and intrinſic Value of 
their, reſpective Ohjects: ſo as not to Joue or bau, hope. or 
fear, joy or grieve, be pleaſed or difpleaſed at any Thing be» 
vond 5 real Importance of it to our Happineſs or Miſery, 
in the whole of our Nature and Duration :— It muſt there 
fore, be my Duty to maintain a due Ballance among them; 
to keep them within their proper Bounds, and, to take Care 
that they do not exceed or fall hort af the eal Nature and 
Meaſure of their ſeveral Fön and eſpecially ſo as not to 
ſuffer them to tempt or hurry me on to treſpaſs upon: any of 
the Duties that I owe either to GOD or Man. This is 
the Office of that, Virtue which is called. Moderation, and 
ſtands in Fee to all. ang overugd Luhh/aud Hans — 
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5. 49 Becauſe WON, Aronites ndulable Taſte, (I:mean 
the ME OHSS to Meat F eee 52 75 — 


their — Objects and at the ſame Time, 2 hurt 
th i and = Ea ns 30 * J — 
be my Nuty to maintain a per ar wil 20 c 
Gu reſtrain, them, to Leeb vba ugder 1416 bring: them wv 

ig. and regulate chern H the Endgodelignedoby: 

N ature in planting. them in us 3 Which is the Offices 
he Vutues called Temperance. ar Sabrieiy raed Chai, which 
ſtand; in Oppoſation call Lane, ebene 


ont And, 1529 2 1 ei zi —: 901 1/0 en 10 Pat 


1 5.) Becauſe 


4 _— 
183 
— ** 
7 1 — * 323 
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266+ (50) ec che turbulent! Piſoan of deve GE ahed. 


Fear, (ie. Diſpleaſure and Uneaſineſs at what we already 


feel or imagine, and anxious Apprehenſions of what may ſeem 


impending, or whatever elſe is of the irafcible Kind) are apt 


to warp and biaſs our Minds, and diſable them for a right 


Judgment and Conduct; to deſtroy the Peace and Tranqui- 
lity of our Minds and create a wretched Fumult within our 
own Breaſts, and frequently prompt us to injurious Words 


and Actions; ; it muſt, therefore, be my Duty to keep them i 


alſo, as far as may be, under the due Government of my 


Reaſon, and not to ſuffer them much to ruffle and diſquiet 


me, much leſs to tyrannige over me or: diſable me for any 
GD or Man; which is the Office of 


Duty I owe either to 
thoſe Virtues that are called Meekneſs, Patience and Fortitude, 
which ſtand in nn, to Wrath, Haired, an, and 


Fllanimig. 


7. (6.) Becauſe 1 am placed by GOD in the Station I am 5 


ein, whatever it be, and he expects I ſhould faithfully diſ- 
charge the Duties of i it, in Proportion to the Powers and A- 
bilities he hath given me, and hath made my own Diligence 
and, Activity in the Uſe of them, the natural Means of my 
Well being and Happineſs i in it; it muſt, therefore, be my 
Duty to acquieſce in his Allotments, to keep my Station, 
and to reſt ſatisfied with the Condition in which he hath 
placed me, and contentedly and chearfully diſcharge the Du- 
ties of it, and be active and induſtrious in the Uſe of the 
Powers and Talents he has furniſhed me with, both for my 
comfortable Subſiſtence in this Life, and my everlaſting Hap - 
pineſs in the Life to come; which are the Offices of thoſe 
Virtues, which are called Contentment and Induſtry, at ſtand 
"M Opal! > eee e nk n e. 
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14 71 


2d 1260 (3) And laſtly, 12 as Þ am to continue hide 
but a ſhort and uncertain Time, and am ſurrounded with 
many Troubles and Difficulties, and am placed in a State of 
- Probation here, for an eternal State of Exiſtence | hereafter ; 
and fince that State of Being is: conſequently of the vaſtaſt 
Importance to me, and ſhall be more or leſa, happy ot miſe- 
"rable, W Cs ** 
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Duty of my Life, 
nne 1 © oontinue in che — nerves be in a good 
Meaſure diſe from this World and from my Body and 
and to provide, in the beſt Manner I can, for: that 
endleſs State Which is before me; and, in order hereunto, 
to be daily improving my Soul i in Knowledge and Virtue, 


to be diſciplining and training up myſelf in all thoſe Accom- 
Plühments — Quilifications, which alone can carry with 
me when 1 am called off from this t Stage, and which 
will prepare me to be everlaſtiugiy happy in the Life to 
come. This Duty is called, the . of ih Soul; in 
2 to the exceſſive} Lows to che World and tlie 

Body. — "AWE 4 cus wach for the nen due tocour 
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of . chat we owe to. con 
bh 2 1. =o Proceed now in the rand Place be Confiders- 
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We 
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tion of the Relation we ftand in to GOD. In 


Purſuance of which it is neceſſary that I ſeriouſly 


FP GOD from that Relation in order ohac 
I may be happy in him. Or what thoſe Duties are which 
Lowe to that glomous and Almighty Being from whom ; I 


_ derive, and on whom I depend : which are comprehended 


undder che general Name of Divine Virtues, without — faith- 


ful Performance of which, I ſhall rob him of his juſt Due, 
ede or conduding towards Tu Beins r 


454 tt 2 "4 te, 2637 1H" 


2.60 Becauſe. GOD: Ea Bang of all poſſible PexfoRtinn ZAR 
eee the Makar, Preſerver and Gonernor of the whole 


ere, and „ — Etemit and 39 whom 


!! . per oyreny+ 1 
2 8 N 5 — — 
3 1 4 . 2 f 


eſpecially the following Virtues both divine and ſocial, and 


588 


1 vn ahlrm i do intirely depend fur all my Enjoy- = 
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whatſoever is 


15 
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5 38113 bring 


- Ping ae him.and eager Pot ep: * me from 


1% GOD. 51 


Lam nocduntable for all that 1 think,” PROS" It is 
therefore, my Duty;/in-gederad, to own and acknowledge 
and to live under a deep, ſerious, and habitual Senſe of him, 
a ſuch, and to obey and pleaſe him in all my Behaviour, 
This Duty is called the Knewledge or 1 of - 
GOP, and ſtands in Oppoſition to eee e Ignorance 
| and AY of him—— And, 7 WET eee 


668.029 Eetauft GOD is a Being 4 the higheſt Perfection | 
an Excellency, and therefore .infivitely amiable in - himſelf, 
+ and at the ſame: Time infinitely. kind oh benevolent to me 
and all the World, and is continually. doing Good. tq. me and 
providing every Fhing needful for my_Subſiſtence and Com- 
fort, and by what he. 18, and has. done for me;hitherto, Has gi- 
ven me all the Reaſon in the World to believe, that, if I fach- 
fully endeavour to pleaſe: him, he will not fail to make me for- 
ever as happy as my Capacity will admit of; it muſt therefore 
be my Duty do delight in W Good to prefer him 
and bis Service before all Things, and tö be wholly" devoted 
to him both in the ſinc ere . —.— my Heart, and the 
whole Conduct of my Life. — This Duty is called the Laue 
of God, and ſtands i wn ©: rage . COON e to 
him and his Service. And wh 1105 


+ ( PA Since God is infinitely 4 ſufficient to all 1 Purpoſes 
Happineſs 3 has infinite Wiſden to direct him, Pow- 


R 
1 Y:: 4% J's 
vt 443 Odds 


Thing that car hinder my | on 
to my. Happineſs ; 46 — therefore he 
my Duty to .confide in him in dhe way of well-doing,., _ 
an intite Avquiccencein his all- wife and powerful»Goodnels, ; 
200 'ons Weed, m his Allfufficienoy.” —- This, Buty -is called 
in og) rears rr; or 


ee een, ee 


tit Wh 10 t Nat 8 


poly: 4.) — 60⁰ is > hw infinitely 2 ON 
. powerful, and can't lr ande what 1 i wa beſt or me infi- 
7 nmel y better than 1 do my cam t be miſled. or con- 
ereulech in any Diſpoſitions he is pleaſed to male concern 
we, and will not fail to bring Good out of. Lale ang. £0 


4 


| 5 2 O the Duties which we 
bring about the beſt Ends by the fitteſt Means; W abu op 
conſult the beſt Good, in the whole in all his nen and þ 
Diſpenſations ;' in every Thing he requires me either to do 
or ſuffer; it muſt, therefore, be my Duty to be intirely re- 
ſigned to him, and to have my Will always united with his. 


This is the Duty of Submiſſion or Refs, go to terns. in Hook 74 
poſition to Uniowaraneſs and Rebellion. And, „ 


6. (5.) Becauſe GOD is the incomprehenlibiy great and 
"Ih dende 08, moral Governour of the World; as there is 
| 8 I may not hope for from his Goodneſs that is 
really for my beſt Good, if I faith fully endeavour to obey 
and pleaſe hind ſo on the other Hand, from his Diſpleaſure, 
I can't but expect the ſevereſt Puniſhments if I live in Op- 
fition to his Will, who is conſtantly preſent with me, and 
ſees all the Tempers of my Heart and Actions of my Life, 


and will in a little Time call me to Account for them; It ; 
"muſt therefore be my Duty, to think and ſpeak of bim an, . -- 


the moſt. reverent Manner, to ſet him ever before me, and to 
be, above all Things, concerned not to diſpleaſe him, and ſo- 
Hicitouſly careful to approve my ſelf to him in all that I. do. 
This Duty is called Reverence or the Fear of GOD, in Op- 
© poſition "Ang. Irreverence and Diſregard towards 85 — 
n 
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7 (60 Siors GoD. is Mmtelk, nf. Ke 3 ' uſt. 
280 + NS and ſince it is evident from the intelligent, free, 
active Nature that he hath gi en me, that I am capable of 
ſome good Degree af Reſm kes or Likeneſs to him ; and 
ſince, by how much the more I reſemble him, by ſo much 
the more perfect and happy; 1 ruft neceſſarily be; 1 muſt, 
therefore, think it my Duty to, be as like him as ever I can, 
Hoh as be is "Holy, Righteous as be is Righteous, True and 
Faithful, Kind and Merciful ab he I "his Duty i is called 
.the Imitation of GOD, in re to W or 9 


"mi: to him. 


8. (7.) And left, Since. GOD s . Being 1 


we receive all that we enjoy, and on whom we ; depen for all 


chat we want, both for Tire and Eternity ; 3 andasit "th fie 
| at 


, 


e 008 4 CO 5 7 
creſt e Eis der a deep And Häbiruak Behle of in 


pendance upon him ; "fo Fr wok be our 1 in "Hier 9 0 
to, every Day that we ve, moſt} gratefully to praiſe him for 
every thing we receive, and pray to him for all that we want. 
And becauſe we cannot do this with any Meami ownthaee 
I, Love, Truſt, Reſignation, Reverence ' and  Imitayo Jen, 
ich 1 have demonſtrated” to be Cr ButlS rn ; 
Therefore, theſe Tempers and Diſpofitions'muſt.zver\be ſup- 
oſed to attend all our Prayers and Praiſes, which I compre- 
nd under the general Name, of Devotion or ther bie 
of G00 in Oppolition to all Frefanafr I Sita 8 F 
_— nad I 1 OE. ey; 7 v7 © tas SAG 44904 1 * 

1005 1 ne 2! WW 7 Wi ; XA 2 
yi 9. E inafinych. as Mankin 7 * depend upon GOD, 
and receive innumerable Favours from him, not only in heir 
ſingle, but alſo in their ſocial Capacity . and as; ef, is a 
peculiar Fitneſs in it, as We ate all Children of the ſame, comr 
= ay EA, Father 3 a That. voce not 
only, ſeverally, but. jointly as Brethren, pa ou mage, 
an 4 teſtify = grateful Senſe of this our ependance upon 
hin; anq as our joint Performanc Of, 2 Duty does apen 
FHenour to him in the World, 120 CT Time, 
a natural Tendency, the more, S N 4 2 
wich Devotion to him, as, well as to unite as the, Wont 
ly in mutual 3 towards another; ;therg- 

fore fit, right, and our ounden Duty, to. a TOP, og 
only in private, but alſo, Jointly, in gur Families Pub- 
lick Communities, upon ſuch ffated Seaſons, — 4 ſock. 
Forms, Geſtures and other Circumltance as are generally: a- 
greed Upon, tg be 7 ee of R Leverence,. Duty and 
Devotion to him. —This is the great Bu of . public Worſoip ; 
to the honourable 1 5 W we. ought, e 4 
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Ne Nr. Preeeeil note in che 14 Place to * Confiders- 
8.) $6 tion of che Relation ve ſtand in e 


In Purſuance of which, it is neceſſary that I ſe- 
riouſly conſider what is. due. to. that Relation; z Or what-thoſe 
Hues are which I owe to my ill: Grediaves, und eſpecially 
ele of my dern Gperies, which are cot ded under the 
general Name of fooidl Pirywes, which ' confift in general in 
Keating, or-behavig towards hem as being What the ey and. 
Fare, n Ogter? that 1 may e ey in 
4 Aud . bo e 1. 2 5 oh. id UBT YI 
nec e>nebagaptl], vo. ais to Ade 018 18 nh 0 Y vs 50 Bs 
deck, TI) Sb ub Ive owe ſerves, being * farnidhid | 
with! the P6wers of Reaſon and Speech, and facial Aﬀections 


e Ark Evidently: made for and fee, by che Qon- 
ten of uf Nature, ve! Bene ors Sue 
of "De calland®" en "GOD: Klmnhey! un heaveri- 
t; Bit alſo mn. a State of 8 n 


cl u eher Ter gur; Well. being and Tape, Lier dun, 
| A man Cafes, we or well ſabſiſt withoor' zach 
others Help, And, good ori Uſeof wur Powers, we 
are ande dens * c wal {1 of/ very THiſeHhievons 
bo each ether -und fine, by the Powers of — 
"Reaſbhing de ure Enabled to —— vor ſebbes in each uther's 
Stead, and'to ke a Judgment, from whur we feel within 
our ſelves, how we ſhogldwiſhito be uſed by ethers; and to 
diſeover what is beſt in the whole for our common Safety 
and mutual Advantage At is, from all theſe Conſiderations, 
e 1 . eneral, it muſt be our Duty to conſider our 

| Alves inc for lievated and related, as in Pack we ate, 
and to j a hearty Good- Will towards one another as Bre- 
chren, and to enter into mutual Compacts for promoting our 
AR» common 


01 eſt⸗ en 
| — 92 20 chat of the Community . 
EE, 
Stan * to his © A: 2 
and be inflexibly governed by it. This Miſpoſiiondin ger 
neral, is called Banewalenus and puclicꝶ Hirtus in Opdaſiten 
to Selene nn 00h Ha 
rc *witr7 7 Wen, 50 
899 8 190 Acts 300 5 200 Nl aol; 2) 163 ( 

n {2):Jagſnzch as; have many Things. which (col my 
pwn, to which {have a Right, being poflefidd of > 
ther by the free Oi of GD, or by got Aftigity;. "An 
Induſtry;with his Bleſſing. and fim they ah rtl Hl it 
my Comfort and Well being, and feel ai ge leaf n 
the unmoleſted Enjoyment! of them, and Trouble in being 
deprived of them: And; when I am moſeſtod or depri vel 

2 one, withaut having: juſtly ferfeitad them hy myt.own = 
0 conduct; bifeed'a-ftrong-$enſeiok:Jnjſy,tand muſtitheꝶ· 
e by Raflection, cpnelude that very; ocheraPerfoniheth 
che umn Senſe of Injury in; the Tet Cates noel Matt in maſt 
-therefore be my Duty npt to do Injury. t others in ant Re- 
ſpect, whether it relates to their Souls. Bathies-on gſtates, Ne. 
as I wowld wiſh to ſuſſer no Injury from them im ab cheſe 
Reſpodts; . This Diſpoſition is called Huter. rad -nefſes- 
e in-Dppabtion 40 15e eh, ant e, 
2 YT e 
4 0 20 Parteularly s Sinan Iknow that 1 cant andure 40 
be had my Perſon, either in Saul or Body; toche Ad 
E 
repr an my Name or ud to be gesocted 
and impoſed upon, or ang wiſe oppreſted in m)ͥ Denali e 3. 
as I muſt conelude it to be wrong to treat others nl e n of 
cheſe or the lilee Inſtances ; ſo, on the other HMand, fue ane 
KNeaſon that I think it right, chat; it Snbendinaseom te che 
 publick Senſe and 8 rs dn, line abe 
be Limbs, Libercy, 2 . 10 5 — 1 And 
nothing but the to me and me, and deal qui- 
ſonora and mage we nah yr and, in “r 
Lam and haue-g 1 e 


he hehe err 


5 Worn = Hh Duty that 6e 
| 8nd: my Dutyravoording! to arextbekers; in al teeth Re- 
eee e, be treated by them in tlie N 
Circumfiznces=<And this Duty is called .Fuftice; which com- 
Her Enenplarentys; Equity, Truth and Faithfulnzſs, in Op- 


oſition co all Ihſtantes of ajuſtice; ſuch as, Tempting to 


ny Ader, 1 0 Oppreſſion, Stealth; "Robbery," Adultery, 


i e doing, U Defamation, Cheating and all aaa. | 


10 $06 (40 For the like Reaſons ; ſince I feel a 8 Delight 
Wn ing 


well reſpected, duly valued, well ſpoken of and 
kindly tteated by others, I muſt think it f my to treat 


f \Uſaze 
'Pleaſuretih receiving ; to be ready to all good Offices in my 
| Power; to others, whether Neighbours' 8 


do, and to cont towards them witli Affabilit) and Court 
And L find ac great Solute under Paint and Diſtreſs in 
Pity and Affiſtance of othets; ſo H muſt think ic my 


to have the like Sentiments of Compaſſion and Tendernefs:to- 
- wards" them” in the like Circumſtances, whether of Mind. 


-Bodycor Eſtate, and ſhould act unnaturally if I did not Ton- 


tribe alf that Heduld: conſiſtent with Ache Obligations, to 


their Dem fort And Relief Thus by reflecting and conceiv- 


ing our ſelves in each other's Circumſtances, our Love to 


dur ſelvrs becomes the Foundation of our Love to others, 
atich cauſes us to take Pleaſure: in their Etoyments: and: in 


*communicating Pleaſure co them ; to delight in doing good 
On des; and in fpeakiti e e to them andi of them, and 
to with them in their / Calamities, and be ready to 
Vectieverthothi=":Al which are implied in the general Duty 


ene, which cherefore comprehends Candour,' Aﬀfability, 


* Hoſpitality, Mercy, Tenderneſs.and - Beneficence, in Oppoſition 
40 Aloffances of 'Uncharitabaneſs; :ſiictivras, © Cerijoris 
| eee AMnature, aud Hard:heartedneſs.'+ 


be: ID fo. UN. A ii EO: 9 N ik 3 


1137-61 (5, A naſtriueh as it is'-manifeſt from hät was ob- 


eier ved under the firſt generab Head of the Duty Which we 
ne 
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other with all ſuch Adds and Inſtances of Kandhe and good 
. (fi my Turn, reaſonably ent and take 


angers, whether 
to their Souls or Bodies; to ſay tſie beſt „and put the kind- 
eſt and moſt favourable Conſtruction upon hat they fayyor 4 


re Ms 1 Fs incumbent on. ts do: _ 3 


ee 0 > Rt 0 PF 


BY romdte the. Weal' ef ivar? FollowCrimuteraundotb 
Hivels Principal Zeal'for the general Goods ow Which eur 
on Welfare does very Huck depend And ſince thete 
be ſeveral Things in? Gur Power even above a 
el meer Juſtice and Humanity requites} wherein weer 
he useful to others and: te the ꝓublic j I; Muſt — 
it my Duty te be of a'fres and getierous"Spi — 
am e to be forward and irkady to everyigdod Work;liakd 
to delight in doing God as GOD himſeif does, end 
ſocver I may bel uſeful in promoting his Honour and be 


"Good of Mankind; and this from u Senſe of :Gtatitudesdo 


him for all L eh¹οç,. This Virtue is called Lis 
Ay, and Magniſicence, in Oppoſition 'to-Coverouſneſs ande 
an grudging narrom and contromed 5 hi: — 
or any Favours received either of GOD or Man; Gratitulde 
is indiſpenſibly due to the Benefactor, in — — 
ure Spirit,” which is extremely daſe and Ohebef d 
e eee adde fe n n nen 
che Since the Peace and Quictnels 6f186ilery, which 
"hs neceſſary" to its Happineſs, depends not- on upon our 
"avoiding every Thing that is injurious, and doing every 
Thing that is juſt; benevolent and generous I but 9 
y one's being contented in his Own Statio, and Fa 
- Tully, endeavouring to diſcharge the Duties of it, neuen. 
termedling in- Affairs that do not belong to his Frovincꝭ : anꝗ 
upon every one's being of a Peace- making and forgiving 
- Spifit'z 3 oP muſt*therefore think it my Daty to kee witkin m my 
on Sphere, and mind my own Buſineſs; and de the Duty 
that Songs to my own Station; and if 1 habe done any 
Wrong, to repair the Injury and rale Reſtitution and Affe 
Forgrweneſß, as wellladlawb be of x forgiving | Spirit>tewaids 
others; as I would: hope GOD to be ſo towards me anden a 
Word, to do all that I can for preſerving and promoting 
9 riendſpip, good Neighbourhood and the public Tranqui⸗ 
lity. — Theſe Duties are called Quietneſs, Peaceableneſs, 
 Friendlineſs and Forgiveneſs, in Oppoſition” to — _ 
e Unfriendlinſe, and — — * * 
8. ( 7. ) And, laſtly, Since, according to the reſen n 
3 a of ur Nature, it cannot be but chat various particular 
. H Relations 


88 Of the Daties which We -8We, &c. M 
RBelacions-mult:obtain,,'es being ach 1854. 8 


med Woll being of our Species bet . V Ca 
Eſtate, fach-as; Huſband an Wife, E d 0 ildren n, 
Maſters and Servants, M and Sy __ "Teachen and 


Eearners,; e. It muſt ber my Duty, Which ſoever of og 
-Gandicions- Lam, plared-:in, — — ſelf ſutably.to- it. 
Af A am a-Hgſband.or ile, L muſt be tenderly. loving and | 
Haithful. If Lam a- Fare [muſt be tender of my help- f 
les Offspring and provide for them in the beſt = I | 
dean, both for Body and-Soul.,—:And:if I am a Child I muſtt 
abe: dutiſal and obedient to: thoſe from . whom I:derive and on | 
ham I-deperd; If ama Maſter I muſt be juſt and kind 
my Servant: — and) if I am (a Servant Lmoſt be dutiful 
l Bich fal te my Maſter. — IH I am a Aagirate I muſt 
de realous for che public Geod, and faithful, upright and im- 
in my Auminiſtratien ; —and if I am a Subject, I muſt 
ſubtküſſive and erdetly, in Obedience · to: Ea] and Autho- 
ty. If I am a Teacher I muſt be ready and faithful to 
ighbde anch inſtraet ; and if Iam. a Harmer, I muſt be willing 
1710 bo gnided and ready to follow the late cen that are 
given ame, and: to reward the Labours of thoſe chat have the 
c:Garecdf; me.— In a Word, if - Lam in any; Juperior Station 
ie Liſe, 1 muſt e-treatable-and. condeſcending, und If in gn 
end Condition, I/ mult: he modęſt, * —. and decent 
bin all-my-Deportment..; and whatſegver Situation in Life I 
dam plated in, -I aruſf take Care to act up to my Ges 
Whatever it-be ; both in thoſe leſſer Societies, founded 
Nature Which are ealed Families, undd in thoſe. a Se | 
Vties founded: in Compact. ieee . 2 hich 
dall Honour, Sabmiſſion and Obedieuceris due in all-Th 
Hul and honeſt, in Oppoſnion to all -Inſtances of 7. ee. 
| ie * 4 mach, eee, 0 
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more ready and faithful Diba of che 
Duties above explained, Safe MON 


ws : 26372 6 Ivar 1 805 2 2 
Truthriabouõe — —-—„—»— Branches 
of moral. Duty founded on them both: towards 
Go. our ſelves, and our Neighbours ; I proceed now to enu- 
merate the chief of thoſe ſubordinate Duties; — are to be 

erformed” as. Means for begetting improving: and perfe@ting 
—— moral Virtus. Aud this will — ;n-Anfing 
tothe two laſt of thoſe great Inquiries; vir. Veh 
am wubar:I oupht to be f.. And VI. If nut, I p. 
75 do ud a Means in Order-10 be and di what 1 ho hos in 
Orden finally $0 dnſiber b End oft my: Being sg d 
i Biß Se i Va #1 Warn, ani dou ol; 0111 912150 5d 

-12 Ther of . laſt Inquiries will put u 
Gee 0 of Self- Examination, which is a Duty afovery 
great Importahee to us; for if we do not examine and trum 
' ions: ou ſelves, how ſfiall we be able to rectify hatt i . 
miſs, that we may be in a Capacity of giving a gοον,Il Ne: 
count of our ſelves at Jaſt ?-—— And as Seneca ſays, Illi 


ore: LO _, ow? nimis noius 3 Ane otütur | 


| | Nr 10 1:6 r il Din 1. cio 

£ 5587 * 11 EYE r 01 21172 21 wh 7 id "two "VAL. 
4 Pi She ee be- the f, Rule in Order te abfiver 

* bine of: theſt laſt Queſtions; and the: firſt Menn 


Order to Become what I: ouglit to be, ä ů 
tos Habit of ſervons Conſiderations ;1 to ſuſpenil adtingrtil 
Rave well weighed! the Imp ef of Corey roger." 
under Advantage to make a wiſe Choice 1 and accordingay - 
Pythagoras's Advice'to his Diſciples, to enter frequently im 
my on Hatt; and: take a daily: andi exact Survey ff N 

| 8 * — to _ faithfully with my ſelf, and to — | 
vour 


An mot Expect 1s give/an"Account of my ſelf 6 hir 


6 60 «d zhe eee n or Means. 
Y Temper and Behaviour as being what 


4 


| it rea ] fs 5 | 22 val. and road open. © 


4. (2.) And as the Knowkedge of iny- elf is of fo great 
1 tance, Lay 1 be the next Rule, that I entertain and cul- 
Acne . Within my elf a great Senſe of the Dignity of my rea- 


| 70 2 f 


worthy or miſbecoming it in all its Relations Let me 
eſpecially have a great Reverence for the Senſe of my own 
Others! che Voice of GOD himſelf, that T may take 
Care not tò live in any Courſe eee dee for- which my own 
Rook anioConfricace: mall ene me. 50 


579 i „„ Jane * Ae O8 


A 


| 26 5p 0 "ogg 1 depend wholly on GOD, ok he is ever 


— ſent with me, a conſtant Witneſs and SpeRator of all my 
Behaviour, in the inward: Temper and Thoughts of, my 
1 Hatt, a8 well as all the outward Actions of my Life, and 


It muſt. be my next Rule to endeavour to poſſeſs my ſelf 
habitually of a great and reverend Senſe of :GOD, that I may 
be careful to do nothing unworthy of his Preſence and In- 


ſpeRion; and the Relation 1 ſtand in to him, and ſeriguſliy en- 
deavour to guard and diſcipline my Thoughts and Affections 


a well as my Words and Actions in ſuch a Mannen as that 
they may not be diiplcaling to en, ud e Favour 
and Approbation. 858 5370 . 8 Net 3. oy 36s 14 Aid 
eee nee eee f} ermigh uno 40 Kyo 


6840 If, upon a ah Survey: — ty Temper ond Beba. 


viour, I find I have acted an unreaſonable and vicious P. 
my own Conſcience will not ceaſe to reproach me for it; fo 


that 1 cannot fail of feeling a great Deal of Remorſe and 


Unenſideſs upon reflecting on my Miſcondut: And if I am 


governed by my Reaſon and Conſcience, and every wiſe and 


—3 Conſideration for the Time to come And herein 
conſiſts the Nature of tre — N n+ 
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nmiottal Nature, and a great Ræverence for it as 
would make me always careful to do nothing un- 


orry as Iöught to be, I ſhall hate and abhor it as being 
contrary 10 GD and all that is night and reaſonable, and 
never be eaſy till I reform and return to my Duty and be 


** - 
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( 5s):16,1 t of my. paſt Miſconduct, 1 ſhall be 
3 bal —_ All hoe "Temmenians that I find my, 


: ſelf expoſed to, either from my own-Luſts and Paſſions: with 


in, or from the Solicitations of a corrupt and degenerate 


World without me : I ſhall avoid all ill Places and bad 


Company where I am moſt liable to Danger, and conſider 
every Thing as my worſt Enemy that has a Tendency to 
miſlead me from a a bee Courſe of virtuous Behaviour, — 
2 ee 4}. nnn Gee L TS 


T 
it: 2 gitter: 


8. (6). 1 ſhall be more eſpecially. upon my 1 . 
thoſe particular Failings that my own Conſtitution is peculiar- 
ly. incident te, whether of the concupiſcible or iraſcible kind, 
viz. Self: Conceit, Luſt, Covetouſneſs, Intemperance, Anger, 


Impatience, Revenge, &c:—There being, perhaps, ſcarce a 


Perſon to be found, but has ſome particular Tendency to- 


wards ſome one Vice more than another, founded in the — 1 


Frame of his Nature, which affords Matter and; Oe for 
DEI Flemalagon and. Diſcipline. FFF 


_ 65 Fs ) 11 1 find I have any ſuch particular Ton * 


hee, contracted: any vicious Habit, I muſt inure my ſelf to 
Self. Denial and | Mortification till J have got the Aſcendant of 
id! and never content my ſelf till I have gained and maintain 
the Maſtery of my ſelf, ſo as to be at Liberty to follow the 
Dictates of my Reaſon and Conſcience, and to act up to the 
Dignity of my rational Nature, and my Relation to GOD, 


— my Fellow. Creatures. and ſo r what 1 ought 10 


cel! 4 2a 15 Anse 465) Ti oy k1 +192 2 4; auge ALA 5H ; 


Fer: iS * 


Yau Poo 


20 (0) One hed ner Siiobeany. Gi 
dineſs in denying my. ſelf Things unlawful, and at the ſame 
Time, to tame and ſubdue my Luſts and Paſſions, i it is very 


fit and uſeful that I ſhould frequently practiſe Self: Denial in 
Things lawful and indifferent; and eſpecially ps ſhould; - 
by Falling. deny my ſelfeſueh Meaſures or Kinds of Food and 
Drink &c, as might otherwiſe be lawfully indulged ; and par- 


11 . ä — { 
peculiar Tendeney my 
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13. By theſe Means: I mall at length be fd EY to:the 
Eove and Practice of every Virtue, in the Perfection: off whichy 
the Happineſs of Heaven it ſelf conſiſts, that I ſhall-be-pres 


Man, 'T bes Path'' of ile — — lte tho" foining! Lights: aobich 


62 Of thei ſubordinate Duties on Means.” 


e (9i)/Þ'muſt' not content my: ſtlf in any certaim Pitch 
oft Virtue, toi which · / imagine my: ſelf to Have attuined, oy 
muſt one forward 'and-perſpvere in a Os | 

Warfare throughout my whole Life, and dal 
endtavouring to make all poſſible Proficiency. in — 
Þ gain the utmoſt” Facility and Readineſs in every. 
Practve” that tte "Veaiſty of my, Nature wü adi of. Fon 

201, m befiico 
es Fs ) * ao; to my being che more  frondpengaged 
in the faithful Diſcharge -of my. Duty in conforming to all 
theſe: moſt reaſonable Laws, I muſt endeavour: to keep up in 


my Mind: an habitual Senſe of their moſt weigkty Sanctions, 
vir. The glorious Rewards and tremendous * 
tending our Obedience or Diſobedience; tliere being u 
voidable and exquiſite Pain and Miſery neceſſarily: —— 


with every Vice, ariſing: from the Remorſe and*Reproactics 


of our own Minds and the fearful: Apprehenſions of the di. 
vine Diſpleaſure together with the natural Fruits or Effects 
of it upon our ſelves: — And on the other Hand as:cer- 
tain and unſpeakable Pleaſure and Happineſs neceſſarily con- 
nected with the Practice of every Virtue, ariſing both; from 
the natural Fruits and Effects thereof, and from the Ap 


bation and Applauſts of our o.]n Nlinds and ehe Joyous- The 
zeRtations:off the Favour and! Friendſhip : of Almig GOD 


both im Time and to all-Erornity. A, an en ac: 
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pared to quit this preſent Stage, and to give a good Account 


of my ſelf e GOD, being, in ſome. Mature) quali- 
fiod for that” perfect State of Vürtue and canſumimate Font 


pineſs; which is to be expected! in 5 State of 
Exiſtenee: according to that excellent Sayi og; of the 


* umso che De eee e 
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"Note e of Nature, and Obriftianity. * 


Boy Hs I have given a brief Rep ebenen of the chief 
30 - | nciples of * eligion and Mordlin, or a ſmall Sketeh 
"ee "oe the great and important Trüths and "Duties of 
Ty. Philoſophy, Which is called the Religon of Nature, all 
- Which appear to me ſtriftly demonſtrable - rom the firſt 
Principles of Reaſon,” as being founded in the Nature of 
Things; and have moſt, if not all 6f them, been in ſome 
Meature diſcoyered by Men of Genius in the Heathen World, 
ho. were deſtitute of Revelation, though perhaps ſomewhat 
.ehlightned hy ancient Tradition from the Beginning 
would, now only add a few Words to *ſhew the ConneZZion 
between them 400 Chriſtianity, or Reveal d Religion, which is 
to be conſidered only as a further Means for our Inſteue- 


tion, and to beget, improve and perfect in th M1 all all the Ab | 


7s, of an honeſt Heart and ood: Life, PE. tt 


4 
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"2. For ever evident theſe Truths ad -Daries may be 
to a ſerious, thinking and conſiderate Perſon, who has Means 
of Information, and Leiſure to give a proper Attention 
to them; yet ſuch, and ſo many, are the Cares and Bufi- 

- nfſes; nd the Pleafates and Amufſements'6 this Life, which 
do unavoidably engage the Attention of the general Rate 
and Bulk ol Mankind” that it is hardly to be expected that 
they ſhould ever attain to the diſtinct practical | Knowled ge 
"of chem in cheir preſent Condition, without AfliſtanceFrom 
Above. — So that an expreſs Revelation is highly expedient, 


or rather neceſſary as a Means to render'themn, in any \talera- 
ble Meaſure capable of anſwering "the End 6f their Being; 


<eſpeci: tary a that no Philofopher or Teacher, wi 
Ks Aa 
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ciently 28 3 from G0, even if 
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64 Of the Connebtion betweeu the Law 


thority enough to enjoin them as che Laws of C GOD x and 
chat this would be the moſt direct and com i Method 
of anſwering this End. 


TW a 4 


3. And, indeed, ka 0 the Wiſdom, Pawer. and | 
Goddriefs of GOD are ſuch | as could not fail to @haBle and 
diſpoſe him to do all that was fit and neceſſary to conduct 
the Creatures which he had made (and would not deſert,) 
to that Happineſs which muſt have been the End of their 
Being ; I cannot doubt but that even the firſt Pa rents of Man- 


ind, upon their firſt coming into Being and in chair State of 


Innocence, being then perfect Strangers to every. Thing, 
and having every Thing to learn, that related to their Well. 
being, muſt, in ſome Manner or other, have been taught by 
GOD himſelf, many Things relating to Language, Food, 
the Origin of Things, Philoſophy, Religion &c. (at leaſt 
much as was neceſſary for them to begin with ) in order. to 11 5 
their Well being and Eappin ineſs. — And when they had 17. 1 
ned againſt him, and fallen into a State of Mortality and 
ROY it is natural to conclude, from the ſame Goodneſs 
nd Compaſſion of the Father of Mercies, that he would 
take Pity of them and teach them, (What they could no 
otherwiſe know,) 1 in what Method” and upon What Terms 
they ſhould be pardoned and reſtored to his Favour, and 
how they ſhould ſo conduct for the future as to be accepted 
with him. All this, is, alſo, very 8 to the nog ancient 
heute Account we have of the the Origin of Mag! kind,” 10 


* 
242 


| |S 4. Accordingly we have abundant "Evidente hoch From 


Propheſy and Miracles, and undoubted Tradition ever linge; 8 
That GOD, (after a Series of introductory Inſtructions, 
Revelations and Inſtitutions from the Beginning, 91 did at 
length fend a glorious. Perſon, under the Character of. his 
,own Fon, into our Nature, who. had had. incxpreſſible ible: | 
with him before the World was; being the Brightneſs. of | his 
Glory, and tht" expreſs. Image of bis Parley and by whom he 
ably diſplayed and exerted his Almighty Will pig Authority 
ig the Creation and Government of the World, and 7 in whom 
41 the, Fulneſs of the- Caen bodily: in 0 8 State 
| Mort his e Perſon” GUD ſent * us to att as 


PE 
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or Religion of Nature, and Chriftianity. 65 


Mediator between him and us. For as wear e Sinne s, dt 
was very fit he ſhould treat wih; ug hyra NMediatoꝶ and ay: 


one that ſhould appear in our on Nature, and converſe fan 


miliarly among us, that he might the better inſtruct us by his 


Example as well as his Precept)“ dew ye 
902 $9.5QuT $117 10! ewaT” vie 0 ig or an nn 
5. And as this was fit in it ſelf, fo accordingly the Fact 


Miracles that he was indeed a Teacher come from 0D. 


1 


being cloathed with Divine Authority, he tight us all che 


- 


great Principles of moral Truth and Duty abave demon- 
ſtrated, much more perfectly than ever they had gen Ener 
before, and in a Manner and Language, ad mahl ſuted 
make the ſtrongeſt Ie 

only of the more thinking, but even of the general Rate and 
the loweſt Sort of the human Kind; and enjoi 


rations, as the Will and Lawof GOD concerning us ; an 
at the ſame Time ſet us a moſt amiable Example that we 
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6. And, as it was highly expedient, that we ſhould" be 


ſtrongly affected with à Sen of che 'Heinouſapſs, of San, 
ag the moſt effectual Means t bring us to-Repentance,:and;. 
at the ſame. Time, have ſufficient! Security of Barton upon 


our Repentance ; it pleaſed GOD. to appoint that his Son, 


(voluntarily ſubmitting to it,) fhould die for? both theſe. 


Purpoſes ; — that he ſhould die in cur Steady! as 


for the Atonement; of our Sins, and to ſet before Q 


Emblem of the Greatneſs of our Guilt, and the Heinouſneſd 
of our Sins in order to induce us to repent: of them an 


forſake them; and to purchaſe and enſure: Pardon; and Ac- + 


ceptance for us upon our ; Repentance; and Reformagiob. 
which merciful: Purpoſe and Intention he hach echibited F 
the] Beginning by the 


ingly the bleſſed JESUS was graciouſly pleaſed to ſuha 


a moſt painful and ignominious Death, for our Sakes, mak- 
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s concerning Religion, EHicheſe Sübſests. 


1 a 


k” 
[ 


was, that. in this icarhate, Stata, eee 4 ae 6 ] 


mpreſſions upon the Minds, of Men; not 


d ec them pon, 
us, under the moſt weighty Sanctions and affecting Conlide>: 


2 
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& 
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ing e en, AG 2 Antityp 
of an the aneib t on (having 

Salk e Niger 0.6 G0) he did, in oo Name; = 
ant afcertarnt Purdom ate our ſincere Repentance ad Rerum 


to Ot Duty, and the Abceptance of our fairhful; though 


very weak, Endeavours, to yield à ſtedfuſt and perſevering 


Obedience to all his holy "ar for the Time to come. | 
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eich yeh becalſs6fi!chr great Weakneſs and Inability to 
repent) rerbrün unebebey;>withour: GOD! "HI 
mahy Teh peas rhe exiitrir he Ras Af, for Cimpors 
penn gli whe uf (by whowahe Has ales immeck. 
2 ge Powly d rh Creation and Govern- 
. kis gfacious laue to 
erüble Ute wichſta net the Temptätions that lie in our Way; 
rowneffafy S Luft and vicieus Habits, and: to comply with 
Al the Duties mennbert upon-us'— who accofdingly is ever 
Ane Us im all or horeſt aid} faithful Endeavours; 
a to rend themoeffe@ual for the Regovatiorof our. Souls, 
and envablingines to ing forth Fruits met for Nepentunco, 
even all the Fruits of a ſincere, univerſal and PRI 25 
5 e m4 to the Goſpel. On 
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elfen. Wie we hefdes a mort and undertain Life, attended with 
| ces Bingen and Dratk at the End of it, and ſhould 
He be gentrally attendłd with much Uncertainty aboue 
a. Favre? fes y Cs. 42 moreover, by his Sufferings and 
Dear in- ouf Bekulf, balken aw the Curſe and Sting of our 
Cnannities and Hiſſeluten, and turnecb them into a Blefling' 
addi wade chem à Means of pe promoting our greateſt God: 
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and; has by his triumphant — and eenton opened to 


us the! plotious: Views of a bleffed Immortality, both in Body 
andogeul and afeertamed to us an aH of unſpeakable 
3 Happineſs'to-be. -beftowed upon us, in Conſequence of our 

foal Perſeverance in ae , any | NT 0 his" In 
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9. And in the mean . 3. à8 We. mn A 
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| * | 72 


necdful chat CMS ſhould - teach os he. 45" worthip® 


adore him-accaprably; even in'Spirir wil in Truih ply nl 


GOD has been pleaſed to denve down' all his Bleſſings and 
Favours to us by the | Mediation of his bleffed Son and the 
' Influence of his Ho Spirit; ſe it is fit, às he hath taught us, 

that all our Worſhip» and Serve” our Prayers and Praiſes, 
. ſhould be offered Us to him, by the Affiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit, and through the Mediation of his dear Son, as "the 


Condition of een eee Favour uc error, with, 
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GOD: has by his Son Jesvs' Currsr, appointed that we 


do jointly combine, or unite together in promoting our true 
Happineſs, which is the chief End of our Being, and live 


in the conſtant Exerciſe of ſocial Religion and Worſhip for 


that Purpoſe. — And therefore, he has inſtituted Baptiſm, as 
a Rite of our Admittance into this Society, repreſenting 
and obliging us to all Purity and Holineſs in Heart and 
Life: — and the holy Euchariſt as a Means for keeping up 


a lively Senſe of his Sufferings and Death, and of the mighty 


Obligations we are under to be faithful to him who is the 4 
great Author and Finiſber of our Faith, and to perſevere in | 


Love and Unity one with another as Brethren and Fellow: 


Members of that holy Community of all good Men and An- 


gels, whereof he is the Head. — And he has, moreover 


appointed an Order of Mien to adminiſter. theſe ſacred Rites, 


and to preſide in the Exerciſe. of this ſocial Religion and 


Worſhip, and explain and inculcate the Divine Philoſophy. 


which he hath taught us, in order to qualify and prepare us 
for that eternal n which dey) bath ane and Mo 
certained to us. i | a 


11. Now, . all choſe wha do firmly bene all 


the great Truths of this Holy Religion whether Natural or 


Revealed: 1 . e. whether founded in Nature, or meerly de- 
pending on Revelation ; and under the Influence of them, do, 


by Faith, look for Afliſtance and Acceptance only through 


or Religion of Nature d OB init. 85; || 
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68 0 ＋ the Connection betwetn the Law, & c. 


bit Medigtion and in the Method. which he hath preſeri ibed; 
"Ip conformable to his Inſtructions, do heartily repent + and 
_ forſake their. Sins and return to their Duty, and faithfully . 
live and act in all their Behaviour both towards GOD and 
„Nan, from a, Senſe of Duty to GOD their great 8 
ang Jes. Cunisr their great Lawgiver and Mediator, and 
Perſevere faithful to the Death, in Obedience to the Will and 
Law of GOD,. made known to them by this great Prophet, 
his viſible Repreſentative and Vicegerent; as they are ſaid 


to be true Chriſtians, and to belong to that heavenly Com- 
munity which is called his K:ngdom, ( whereof he is the 
Head, Lord and King) even while they continue in this pre- 
; ent State. ; ſo they ſhall through his Merits and Mediation, 
be accepted with him here; and inconceiveably and forever 
babe with. bim. in his "glorious een in the g to 
come. 1 5 e ron "oO 
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"Thos 3 5 pon e „ the 80 
tence of be World and every Creature therein; 
„„ by . whom - all Things are governed and conducted 10 
their. ſeveral Ends; and by: whoſe good Providence I baue 
been moſt kindly. preſerved and provided for, from ibe Begin- 
8 of my Life to this Moment, and enjoyed many undeſerv- 
ed Advantages and Favours, bath for Boch and Soul, and 
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eſpecially the ineſtimable Advantages of Chriſtianity : J be- 
feech Thee graciouſly to accept my moſt grateful Senſe WT. Ac- 


ement of all thy. Bounty and | Beneficence towards. me, 
(and parti iculariy the Preſervation of the, Night, [ Day] paſt) 
Let my Soul Praiſe Thee while I live, and all that is 
within me. bleſs ay" hays" Names: | . Ws 


And, whereas, notwithlanding the mickey Obligations of 0 15 
G codneſs, J have, in many Inſtances, ungratefully and perverſ- 
ly finned againſt thy moſt righteous and reaſonable Laws ; I bum 
bly declare before Thee: my utter Abhorrence of all myPerverſeneſs, 
and my ſerious Reſolution to. be more watchful again all 


0 emptations, and to amend my Conduct for the Time to come. 


| And I earneſftly beg the | Furgiveneſ of my many Offences, 
and that thou wilt deliver me from the evil Conſequences of 
all my Tranſgreſſions and Follies; and endue me with ſuch 
Diſpeſitions and Powers, as may carry me innocently and ſafely 
through all future Trials; and enable me, upon all Occaſions 
to behave my ſelf conformable to all the Laws of Reaſon and 
Nature, which are thy Laws ; in all Wiſdom and Virtue ; 
in Temperance, Piety, Juſtice and Charity; with a bumble 
Dependance on thy infinite Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, and 
under an habitual Senſe of thy All. ſeeing Eye, and the Account I 
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Sher none of thy Creatures to injure me, no Mi fortune to 
« poly becfy Sy Burt my ſelf 6 any Error or MiſconduZt 
of my-0WOn.— vouch Jafe me clear and diffint# Apprehen- 


ent in all Things, together with all 
eee, u b 


is empers much "Health and 
| Proſperity as may be truly * 2 * in this preſent State 
of Probation. Grant that I at leaft, paſs my 71 ime 
2m Peace wt \Comtentment and f Mn; | 
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kind, andieidenvvurid to iomprove- my Jelf in--all wirtuour Hes. . 
| Knowletge, 7 may” af loft: 1 
e find my fol ins wee, gen = 
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the Mediation of thy Bleſſed Son Yeſus Cbriſt, compre 
them with my ſelf, in that excellant' Farm of Proyer 
be hath wa, nf hor Our Father, Se. 
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